Sharon: Syria ready for pullout 

rEL AVIV ( R> — Israeli Defence Minister Ariel Sharon Tuesday 
told a parliamentary committee that Syria had agreed 10 the first 
phase of u mutual withdrawal in Lebanon, according to committee 
sources. Bui Mr. Sharon told the Knesset (parliamentary) Foreign 
Affairs and Security Committee that there would be no Israeli 
withdrawal unless Syria released all Israeli prisoners of war and 
returned the bodies of Israeli soldiers killed in the fighting. It was 
not dear when or how Syria agreed to any withdrawal plan. But 
U.S. diplomats have been travelling throughout the Middle East 
in an effort 10 negotiate the evacuation of all foreign forces from 
Lebanon. 
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Arafat to visit vloscow in January 


DAMASCUS (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
chief Yasser Arafat will visit the Soviet. Union in mid-January at 
the invitation of the Soviet leadership. Palestinian sources said 
here Tuesday. They said Mr. Arafat's talks would focus on dev- 
elopments relating to the Palestine question, the current situation 
in the Middle East and Soviei-Paiestiniun relations. The sources 
noted that two members of the PLO's 15-man executive com- 
mittee. Yasser Ahed-Rabbo and Mahmoud Abbas, arc currently 
in Moscow to represent the PLO al the Soviet Union's With 
anniversary celebrations. 
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Vline kills 2 
Israeli officers 
in Lebanon 

TEL AVIV | R) — Two Israelioff- 
ieers were killed and three others 
were injured Tuesday when their 
army vehicle struck a mine in the 
eastern sector of Lebanon, the 
Israeli army spokesman ann- 
ounced. 

Junblatt 
in Amman 

A M M A N tJ.T.) — The leader of 
l.chanesc Progressive Socialist 
Party. Walid Junblatt arrived in 
Amman Monday on a private visit 
to Jordan according to Al Ra'i 
newspaper. I"he newspaper did 
not say whom Mr. JunhUm will he 
meeting here or when he will he 
leaving. 

Iraqi postal 
delegation leaves 

‘\ M M A N t Petra ) — An Iraqi pos- 
tal delegation headed hy Iraqi 
Posts ami Postal Savings Dep- 
artment Director- General Niznr 
A I Azzah left Amman Tuesday at 
the end of a two-day visit to Jor- 
dan. During its visit, the del- 
egation had talks with Joidanian 
officials on matters related to dev- 
eloping cooperation between the 
two countries in postal savings. It 
also visited the Jordanian postal 
museum and toured its various 
sections. 


Industrial estate 
to have banks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Sahab 
Industrial Esftie Tuesday agreed 
to lei offices at the administrative 
buildings of the estate as branches 
for several Jordanian hanks to ■ 
tender hanking services to ind- 
ustrial investors in the estate. The 
hanks will initiate their services in 
the estate til the completion of the 
first phase of work by mid- 1 *.>85. 
Indust i ial investors are applying 
for renting space to set up their 
industries there in view of the ava- 
ilability of the needed services. 

Secretarial course 
opens for girls 

AMMAN t Petra) — Fifty-one 
girls of the Princess Sarval Com- 
munity College Tuesday began 
practical training in several ind- 
ustrial. commercial and banking 
1 enterprises The Amman Cha- 
fe n her of Commerce, in coo- 
rdination with ihesc enterprises. 

train these students on sec- 
retarial work tind management to 
give them practical esperience for 
qualifying than to work. The dur- 
ation of the programme is one 
yea r w ii h cl asses once every week. 


Damage on 
Cape Town 
power plant may 
delay operation 

s PRETORIA (R) — South Afr- 
ica’s nuclear power plant near 
Cape Town may not go into ope- 
ration as early as planned fol- 
lowing sabotage last weekend. 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Min- 
ister Piel Du Plessis said Tuesday, 
“it would appear that the damage 
may delay the commissioning of 
the first unit.” he said in a sta- 
tement after iwo-hour talks with 
officials from the Electricity Sup- 
ply Commission I E scorn), the 
r. Atomic Energy Corporation and 
"s, the Council for Nuclear Safely. 


Reagan to sign 
government 
funding bill 

WASHINGTON ( R) — President 
Reagan will sign a major gov- 
ernment funding hill Tuesday alt- 
hough Congress has refused to inc- 
lude in it money to produce the 
\1X nuclear missile, the White 
House said. The House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Sedate passed 
the bill, providing about $414 bil- 
lion to run the federal government 
•until the end of next .September, 
and sent it to the White (House at 
midnight after working Ion it thr- 
ouch the weekend. f 
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His Majesty King Hussein and U.S. Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar Weinberger take part in an honour 


ceremony at the Pentagon prior to their meeting 
Tuesday ( A.P. wi rephoto). 


U.S. wants Palestinians to join 
Middle East peace talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Reagan administration wants 
Palestinian participation in the 
Middle East peace process anil 
appears to lie convinced that Isr- 
ael would participate in talks with 
"a viable A tab delegation." acc- 
ording to a senjor U.S. Slate I >ep- 
ailment official 

And the discussion of how the 
peace process might be broadened 
by the inclusion of a Jordan iun- 
Pnlestiniiin delegation at the neg- 
otiating table apparently would 
have been high on the agenda 
when President Reagan met with 
King Hussein at the White House 
on Tuesday. 

“We definitely want Pal- 
estinians joining with JorJan" at 
the negotiating table, the State 
Department official told foreign 
journalists at a Dec. 2(» briefing on 
King Hussein's working visit to 
Washington. 

"If a viable Arab delegation 
comes forward to the table-- King 
Hussein and Palestinians— 1 can’t 
conceive that the Israelis would 
not also be at the table." the off- 
icial said. 

Asked about his optimism reg- 
arding Israel's participation after 
Israel had rejected President Rea- 
gan's Sept. 1 peace plan, the off- 
icial explained that the Sept. 1 
proposals "are the American pos- 
itions which the president will pur- 
sue in negotiations." 

"We did not. at the lime, expect 


the Arabs or the Israelis to agree 
to the American negotiating pos- 
ition." he said. 

"The Israeli cabinet rejected 
something no one asked them to 
accept.” 

The official told the reporters 
that he would not expect “An 
earth-shaking breakthrough” in 
ihe talks between President Rea- 
gan and King Hussein. But he 
emphasised that this will he the 
first meeting between the King 
and the president since President 
Reagan issued his Sept. 1 pro- 
posals and that it would he “imp- 
ortant." 

"We have a long history of coo- 
peration and friendship with Jor- ■ 
Jan.” he said. "The King and Pre- 
sident Reagan will have a numher 
of important issues to discuss. The 
status of and prospects for the 
peace process will be high on the 
agenda." 

The State Department official 
declined to speculate on what 
King Hussein might have to say. 
but he was clear on where ihe 
Reagan administration stands. 

, “President Reagan is det- 
ermined to press forward with his 
Sept. I initiative." the official said, 
noting that the initiative is based 
on United Nations Security Cou- 
ncil Resolution 242 "with its pri- 
nciple of exchanging territory for 
peace." He added that Resolution 
242 is the basis for the Camp 
David accords. 


He summed up the adm- 
inistration's position by quoting 
from the president's remarks on 
Oct. 22 to the effect that "peace in 
the Middle East means achieving 
security for all the states in the 
troubled region— security for the 
Arab states and security for Israel 
and a sense of identity for the Pal- 
estinian people." 

The Stale Department official 
did. however, point out that King 
Hussein has publicly supported 
President Reagan’s initiative and 
“continues to do so." 

-Jordan has taken the lead with 
respect to the other Arabs, and 
most importantly, the Palestinian*, 
in an effort to rndvc toward bro- ' 
mlened negotiations." 

Asked if the United States plans 
to use the sale of weapons to Jor- 
dan as leverage to encourage Jor- 
danian participation in peace 
talks, the State Department off- 
icial gave an emphatic "no." poi- 
nting out that there has been no 
formal request from Jordan for 
U.S. arms. 

He said the focus of talks bet- 
ween the two countries is on mod- 
ernising Jordan's armed forces to 
meet its legitimate defence needs, 
including the types of aircraft that 
would best meet these needs. "Jf | 
and when we receive requests for | 
the sale of new weapon systems, 
these requests will be given ser- 
ious consideration." he said. 


Tensiolto ^relaxed along Sino-Soviet border 


PEKING <R) — along 

the Sino- Soviet frontier ha*. fur- 
ther relaxed this year following 
Moscow's calls for detente with 
China, according to a rate official 
eye-witness account from the bor- 
der available in Peking Tuesday . 

It says that Soviet military exe- 
rcises. once held regularly as a 
show of force by the Kremlin, 
have been held less frequently and 
minor day-to-day border pro- 
blems have stood a better chance 
of being resolved in a reasonable 
manner through discussions. 

The account is given in an art- 
icle to be published in the foi- 
theoming edition/o^the official 
magazine ohservjfffen'posi. reg- 


arded as an authoritative mou- 
thpiece of the parly leadership, 
and primed earlier in a Shanghai 
evening paper which arrived in the 
capital Tuesday. 

“Over the past six monthsorso. 
the border has seemed quieter 
than before, military exercises by 
ihe Soviet army have been held 
less frequently, and disputes inv- 
olving i each other’s) foreign nat- 
ionals have stood a better chance 
of being solved fairly reasonably." 
it said. 

The article was referring spe- 
cifically to one sector. near.Sui- 
fenhe. in east Manchuria, not far 
from the Soviet naval port of Vla- 
divostok. but indicated this was 


the general situation. 

It was necessary to wait and see 
what else the new .Soviet leadership 
would do to improve Sino-Soviet 
relations before progress could be 
made, it added. 

Chinese leaders have said rep- 
eatedly that Moscow must first 
lake concrete action towards rem- 
oving three obstacles it says are 
blocking the way 10 an imp- 
rovement. 

They are the Soviet military int- 
ervention in Afghanistan, Mos- 
cow's support for Vietnam in 
Kampuchea, and more than 5<l 
divisions along China's northern 
borders which Peking says con- 
stitute a major threat. 
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King, Reagan to continue 
crucial talks on Mideast 


WASHINGTON <R) — President Reagan 
Tuesday urged King Hussein to enter com- 
prehensive Middle East peace talks, but U.S. 
officials said the Jordanian leader was una- 
ble to make such a commitment at this time. 


The president and the King met 
privately and later with key aides 
in two hours of White House talks 
focusing on the peace process. 
They agreed to have a second 
meeting before the King departs 
on Thursday. 

A senior Reagan administration 
official told reporters the pre- 
sident reiterated the U.S. sense of 
“urgency" about the Middle East 
situation and his hopes that the 
King would agree to participate in 
talks aimed at resolving the reg- 
ion's long-standing Palestinian 
problem. 

King Hussein, who has sup- 
ported the president's proposals 
of Sept. 1, told Mr. Reagan he was 
continuing to seek needed Pal- 
estinian hacking for Jordan to 
head a delegation into such talks. 

Mr. Reagan has proposed the 
Palestinians +>e granted self gov- 
ernment on the West Bunk "in 
association with Jordan.'' 

The King said, however, that 
Israel's continued settlements of 
the West Bank of Jordan— in def- 
iance of U.S. poUcy—were seen by 
Palestinians as "irrefutable evi- 


Iran plans 
all-nut attack. 


LONDON (R) — Iran is pre- 
paring for an all-out invasion of 
Iraq to avenge Sunday's Iraqi mis- 
sile attacks on the southern Ira- 
nian city of Dezful. the National 
News Agency IRNA said Tue- 
sday. 

The agency quoted Col. Sayad 
Shtrazi. commander of ground 
forces, assaying that military exp- 
erts were drawing up plans for an 
offensive aimed at taking Iranian 
forces to points along Iraq’s wes- 
tern borders. 

At least 62 people died. 3tH) 
were wounded and several hun- 
dred shops and houses destroyed 
in the long-range missile attacks 
which hit parts of the city centre. 

Col- Shirazi. a hardline fun- 
damenudist officer, said Iranian 
forces were preparing for "si fut- 
. ure operation which will he wid- 
espread and all-out." 


dence" that Israel could not be 
counted on to bargain in good 
faith. 

As the King left the White 
House. Mr. Reagan said they had 
spoken "with candour and good 
will" about the situation. 

“I told the King of my personal 
commitment to see peace in ihe 
Middle East hecoine a true and 
lusting reality and of my equally 


deep commitment to the pro- 
posals that we made Sept. 1 to 
Israel, to the Palestinians, and to 
the Arab states." Mr. Reagan 
said. 

He said King Hussein had taken 
important act ions in support of the 
U.S. initiative over the past few 
months. 

"We'll continue to do our utm- 
ost." King Hussein said. 

The official said the King bel- 
ieved that his White House talks 
would "give a push to the dia- 
logue" going on between Jordan 
and the Palestinians. 

The additional meetings hei- 
■ ween Mr. Reagan and the King, as 
well as those between (heir aides, 
were arranged to explore in more 


depth what Jordan would require 
to join in any talks. 

King Hussein also discussed 
Jordan's arms needs hui gave Mr. 
Reagan no formal request for 
advanced F-lb fighters or any 
other weapons. U.S. officials said. 

The senior official said that the 
prospects for congressional app- 
roval of such arms to Jordan 
would be "dramatically imp- 
roved" if Jordan agreed to enter 
comprehensive talks. 

The King, who earlier met Sec- 
retary of State ( lenrge Shultz and 
Defence Secrctuiy Crispin Wei- 
nberger. was scheduled »o confer 
Wednesday with the joint chiefs 
of staff, i he top U.S. military 
group. 


Hassan attends army celebrations 


A vl MAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, patronised on Tue- 
sday the celebration of the First 
Royal Armour Battalion on the 
32nd anniversary of its est- 
ablishment. 

Prince Hassan spoke to the bat- 
talion's men and conveyed to 
them the greetings of His Majesty 
King Hussein, the supreme com- 


mander of the Armed Forces, and 
his congratulations on the ann- 
iversary of the battalion's est- 
ablishment. He also praised ihe 
role of the tinned forces in pro- 
tecting the homeland and def- 
ending the rights of the Arab Nat- 
ion. 

The celebration included sev- 
eral training exercises performed 
liy the officers and men of the bat- 


talion. Indicating ihe skill, acc- 
uracy and speed in using ihe arms 
and equipment of the battalion. 

At the end of the celebration. 
Prince Hassan handed ovci awa- 
iJs to the winners. The cel- 
ebration was at tended hy the chief 
of staff, high-ranking officers, and 
retired officers who had served al 
ihe battalion. 


vloscow offers conditional cut in nissiles 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Yuri Andropov Tuesday offered 
to- cut Moscow's medium-range ■ 
missile forces in Europe to match 
the numbers of missiles deployed 
hy Britain and France. 

vlr. Andropov, -speaking at a 
Kremlin meeting to mark the with 
anniversary of the USSR, made 
clear that the offer would he con- 
ditional on NATO scrapping its 
planned deployment of 572 Cru- 
ise and Pershing-2 medium-range 
missiles in Western Europe. 

Britain has 64 Polaris missiles in 
submarines and France has «7 
missiles in submarines and on 
land, so the Soviet offer would 
leave Moscow with around 160 
rockets. 

Mr. Andropov mentioned only 
Soviet missiles in Europe and did 
not say whether missiles which 
were cut hack would be dis- 
mantled or merely taken east of 
the Urals. 

He said that the offer would 
mean Moscow would cut back 
"hundreds of missiles, including 
tens of the latest missiles known in 
the West as the SS-f 0." 

Western diplomats said the Sov- 
iet offer would leave the United 


Suites with no medium-range mis- 
siles in Europe and most of the 
Soviet reductions would be in the 
older SS-4 and SS-5 types, which 
are obsolescent. 

France, Brifain reject offer 

PARIS (R) — French External 
Relations Minister Claude C'hc- 
vsson Tuesday rejected Soviet 
•proposals for a cutback in French 
nuclear forces in part return for a 
reduction in Soviet missiles forces 
in Europe. 

In a television interview soon 
after the proposal had been made 
by new Kremlin chief Yuri And- 
ropov. Mr. Cheysson said France 
could not accept any cut in its own 
nuclear arsenal. 

In London. British Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher Tuesday 
rejected an offer from Soviet lea- , 
der Yuri Andropov to reduce 
Moscow's arsenal of medium- 
range missiles in Europe to match 
the number deployed by Britain 
and France. 

She told parliament the effect of 
the offer would he to leave the 1 
United States with no medium- 
range nuclear missiles in Europe 


while the Soviet Union would 
have "a very considerable number 
left." 

Germany .sceptical 

West Germany* reacted with 
scepticism Tuesday to Soviet lea- 
der Yuri Andropov's offer lo cut 
Moscow's medium-range nuclear 
missiles in Europe. 

Government spokesman Jue- 
rgen Sudhoffsaid Mr. Andropov's 
offer to reduce the number of mis- 
siles to Ihe level held by Fiance 
and Britain sounded good but 
would not achieve parity. 

Soviet leader Yuri Andropov's 
offer to cut Moscow's medium- 
range missile forces was a move 
forward from previous positions 
but would not go far enough for 
N'A TO. Western defence experts 
. said Tuesday. 

They said Mr. Andropov's spe- 
ech at a Kremlin meeting showed 
that ihe Soviet Union had shifted 
closer to U.S. demands at talks on 
both medium- range and int- 
ercontinental missiles j ICR M's ) at 

( »uneva. 
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Zhao voices support for 
Arab Iideast peace efforts 


CAIRO (R) — Chinese Premier 
Zhao Ziyang voiced support for 
the Arab Mates' Middle East 
peace effort Tuesday, and said 
China would respect any decision 
taken by them and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PL.O) 
on the issue. 

Mr. Zhao was speaking at a 
joint press- conference with Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak a 


day after his arrival in Cairo at the 
start of a lU-nation Africa tour. 
He earlier hud four hours with the 
Egyptian leader, believed to have 
centred on Africa and the Middle 
East. 

He also told Tuesday's press 
conference that China hoped the 
■ "new Soviet leadership would try to 
remove obstacles hampering 
Sino-Soviet relations. 


JPMC employees resu ne work after 24-hour strike 


Ky a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian Pho- 
sphate .Mining Company tJPMC) 4 
workers resumed work on Tue- 
sday morning after ending a 24- 
hour strike staged in protest aga- 
inst a JPMC management decision 
to lay off 225 mine workers. 

This followed an agreement 
reached on Monday evening bet- 
ween the Labour Ministry and 
workers’ representatives to form a 
“reconciliation council" that 
would look further into the wor- 
kers' demands and future man- 
agement decisions concerning 
workers. 

According to officials of the 
Federation of Mining Workers, 
which represents the striking wor- 
kers' demands were that "the 
company's management reinstate 
the discharged workers, suspend 
the arbitrary collective and ind- 
ividual discharge of workers and 
stop employing foreign w orkers as 
long as local workers were ava- 
ilable." 


The officials claimed that the 
company discharged the workers 
"after claiming that they have 
become old and some of them are 
ill and consequently unp-. 
rnduciivc." “However", ihe off- 
icials said, "this excuse was illegal 
because the Jordanian labour law 
does not provide for discharging ■ 
elderly workers. On the contrary, 
the Social Security Corporation 
I SSL.') law provides for extending 
the working age from ftn to 65." 

Earlier, the Labour Ministry 
had requested the competent aut- 
horities to form a Tour-man com- 
mittee of the ministry, the com- 
pany's management, the General 
Federation of Jordanian Trade 
Union (GFJTU) and the general 
federation of mining workers to 
discuss the case. The committee 
held its first meeting last Saturday, 
but failed to reach a solution. It 
held another meeting last Sunday 
in the presence of 60 workers who 
were laid off to see the committee. 
The committee could not find any 
justification for discharging them 
because they were found in good 


health and capable of work, the 
federation’s officials said. 

Monday’s strike ensued until 
the agreement was reached in the 
evening. 

According to the agreement 
between Dr. Anani and workers’ 
representatives the "rec- 
onciliation council” was formed 
with the aim of investigating the 
case of 1 50 workers discharged by 
the management two months ago 
and the postponement of a JPMC 
decision to lay off the additional 
75 workers as of Dec. 27. pending 
the reconciliation council’s exa- 
mination of the workers' case, and 
which should be completed before 
Dec. 27. 

The idea of forming the rec- 
onciliation council was originally 
suggested by the Labour Ministry 
but was rejected at first hy the fed- 
eration “since this would make the 
case dragon without reaching any 
basic solution.” 

Apparently the federation cha- 
nged its position on Monday eve- 
ning. and Dr. Anani appointed 
Dr. Huiihnm Hourani. a Uni- 



JPMC workers' stage a protest strike at a Ruseifa work site against 
■ dismissing 260 phosphates mine workers (Jordan Times Photo) 


versity of Jordan economist, as the 
council's chairman. 

The agreement stated the pri- 
nciple of not discharging workers 
by the company's management 
before proper consultations with 
the workers’ federation and the 
Labour Ministry. 

It was also agreed that the pfis. 


orily of employment should he 
given to the children of discharged 
workers and to the inhabitants of 
the areas surrounding phosphate 
mines. It was reported Tuesday 
that the reconciliation council sta-, 
ned its meetings but no details of 
its deliberations have emerged 
yet. 


EL-AJOU CORPORATION! 

MEDICAL DIVISION - SAUDI ARABIA 

pue to the expansion plans of the medical division (one 
of the largest in Saudi Arabia), the following job oppor- 
tunities are available at El-Ajov throughout the King- 
dom of Saudi Arabia. 

1. MEDICAL SALESMEN 

- Scientific, medical background a must 

- To sell laboratory, healthcare, surgical and dental 
equipment, furniture, and supplies. 

2. BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERS 

3. CUSTOMER RELATIONS OFFICERS \9 

- Knowledge of Medical Products J\ 

- Excellent communicative skills 

- Trouble-shooting skills 

- Inter-office liasing skills 

- Customer-oriented service experience, with a 
track record 

4. MEDICAL SURGICAL PRODUCT MANAGER 

- To train, motivate and supervise the salesforcc on 
all surgical and health care products. 

5. DENTAL PRODUCT MANAGER 

- Excellent knowledge in the dental field is a must 

6. MEDICAL SALES MANAGERS 
NOTE:- Ml applicants must have:- 

1. At least 3 years experience 

2. Prepared resume and photograph 

3. 3 excellent professional references 

Send resume immediately fo:- 

El-Ajou Trading 
& Contracting Company 

P.O. BOX 2953 
AMMAN - JORDAN. 

. A T / \ T/ \ A KX /TVh/f J«»Jl 5 jl jj Stf'jH 












Jordanian team visits 
Iran-Iraq battfefront 

BAGHDAD {Petra ) — A Jordanian delegation, hea- 
ded by Telecommunications Minister Mohammad 
Addoub Al Zaben, visited Tuesday the battlefront of 
‘the Gulf war at the IraqMranian border. 

The delegation was briefed by Iraqi military commanders on ihe 
military situation on the haulcfroni. The Iraqi officers affirmed that 
Iraqi forces are “determined to defend eveiy inch of Arab land and lo i 
prevent the Iranian regime from achieving its expansionist goals. 

They praised "Jordan’s stand under the leadership of His Majesty : 
King Hussein and its honourable support of Iraq's rights." They said • 
the “Iraqi leadership, army and people will not forget this noble 
pan- Arab stand for Jordan." 

Or. Zaben explained that Jordan’s suppoil of Iraq is a “pan- Arab 
duly and a debt which Jordan owes to Iraq, because Jordan can never 
forger Iraq’s pan- Arab stands in defending \rah lands.” He said the 
Arabs are “duty-bound to render aliout support to Iraq in its just 
war." 

f>i . Zaben also met with his Iraqi counterpart Abdul Jabber \hdui 
Rahim in Baghdad. They reviewed phases covered hv a microwave 
communications project linking Iraq with Jordan. :t plan to increase 
space telecommunications channels through ground stations in the 
two countries, and distribution of channels through the present co- 
axial cable. Mr. Abdul Rahim affirmed during the meeting the sig- 
nificance of consolidating relations between ihe two countries, par- 
ticularly in telecommunications for the "benefit of the two fraternal 
countries and the Arab Nation." 


Salt Development Corporation elects directors 


a nra Hotel I \CC committees meet 


inaugurated 

A MM AN t Petra) — Tourism and 
Antiquities Minister tfa'un Abu 
\owar opened Tuesday the Amra 
Hotel. 

Mr. Abu Nowar said in his ope- 
ning speech that the establishment 
of the hold is an “excellent Jor- 
danian achievement" because it 
will play un effective role in con- 
tributing to the development of 
tourism, which is one of the eco- 
nomic and social development sec- 
tors in Jordan." 

••This achievement Is an exp- 
ression of the government policy in 
supporting national plans and is a 
result of cooperation between the 
public and private sectors," he 
said. 

Mr. Abu N'owar affirmed the 
need for developing tourist act- 
ivities in a manner that is com- 
patible with the development Jor- 
dan is currently witnessing in var- 
ious fields." 

I’hc 3011-room, 1 1-storcy hotel, 
built at a cost of JD 9 million, con- 
tains halls suitahle for holding con- 
ferences and seminars. 


SAL I (J.i\) — Salt Development 
1. 1 1 rp* >ru t it m elected its 
of directors .Sunday and Mr. Ja’far 
Al Shami was elected hoard cha- 
irman unopposed. 

rhe following were also elected 
as members unopposed: Dr. 
Katnal A I Sha’cr. An is A I Mu’ash- 
shir. Mohammad Abdul Razzaq 
Al Pnoud. Mamdouh Ahu Has- 
siin. Abdullah Al Nsour. Moh- 
ammad A I .Abdul Hussein Ai 
Av.amleh. and Bakr Al Hiyari. 

The board also includes as 
members Salt Mayor Abdul Raz- 
zaq Al Nsour and xlunicipal Cou- 


ncil member Hamdi Abu AI 
Siimn. 

Speaking about the goals of the 
hoard. Dr. Nsour said the board 
will seek to improve and develop 
the city of Salt by contributing to 
its general basic services and ren- 
dering material, technical and 
administrative assistance through 
the needed cadres and equipment. 

Dr. Nsour said the board is“not 
an alternative to the municipality 
or to any state establishment, bec- 
ause the hoard's goal is to help the 
municipality achieve its goals in 
cooperation with official and pop- 


ular bodies in the governnrate. 
with the aim of giving prominence 
to the tourist and historic nature of 
t he city and preserving its cultural 
heritage as well as maintaining the 
ciiy'scleanlincss and protecting its 
environment." 

Dr. Nsour said .he board has 
made a contract with consultancy 
firms to define uie needed cadres 
for the munL’ sillily and to train 
them to perform their duty in the 
best possible manner. He said the 
engineering firm. Pur A I Hnn- 
dasch has volunteered lo prepare 
an organisational chart for the eitv. 



Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year 

Amman Crown Hotel 


wmmmm 





★ Disco Al-Khaymeh 

24th December 


★ Special Buffet (Christmas Dinner) 

Al-Marj Restaurant 
25th December 
Christmas Lunch 

★ New Year Eve 

At Both 

Al-Marj & Al-Khaymeh Discotheque 
Live Arabic Music & Songs 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Economic Committee of the National 
Consultative Council { NCC). which held a meeting T uesday presided 
over by its Chairman Anis Al Merashcr. discussed a proposal related 
to the import of foreign cigarettes. Acting Prime Minister and Fin- 
ance Minister Salem Mas’adeh, Minister of Agriculture Marwan 
Dudin and Minister of Industry and Trade Wulid Asfour attended 
the meeting. 

The NCC‘s Legul Committee discussed a draft law amending the 
public security law for 1 982 and a proposal related lo the draft law of 
the Jordan Bur Association during a meeting il held, also Tuesday, 
chaired by its Chairman Kama! Al Dajani. " 

The National Mobilisation Committee also met under the cha- 
irmanship of its Chairman Mamdouh Al Abbadi and decided - to 
organise general symposiums on national self-reliance and its edu- 
cational. economic and social aspects. 


Contributions continue 

for Yemeni quake victims 

AMMAN f Petra) — Jordanian public Tuesday continued their con- 
tributions to victims of Iasi week’s earthquake in North Yemen in the 
form of clothes and foodstuffs. 

Officials at the Jordanian National Red Crescent Society said that 
the committee is still awaiting the contributions of banks, financial 
enterprises and insurance companies in order to send them to North 
Yemen. 

President of the Jordanian Red Crescent Society Ahmad Abu 
Oourah said that he has telephoned the International Committee of 
the Red Cross < ICKC) in Geneva to brief them on the volume of aid. 
contributions and foodstuffs needed for the earthquake's victims. He 
viid large quantities of medicines, blankets and foodstuffs have been 
sent to the victims from various Red Cross and Red Crescent soc- 
ieties. 


AQABA UNDERWATER PARADISE 

The most beautiful, luxurious and complete book of 
breath-taking coloured photographs and text on Red 
Sea Corals and fish. 

A spectacular Christmas and New Year gift 
price JD 25.000 

Available in all major bookshops. 

JORDAN DISTRIBUTION AGENCY 

Tel: 30191 - 30192 Amman. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, sitting room. dining room and gue- 
stroom, fully furnished, central heating, telephone, 
colour TV and hot water all the year. Location: Al Hus- 
sein Housing Quarters, Shmeisani. 

Calls 812500 . 


FOR RENT 

New furnished flat, in 
the best location in 
Shmeisani. One bed- 
room, salon, kitchen 
and bathroom. Cen- 
trally heated and with 
garage. 

For nore infor- 
mation, please 
call Tel: 30064 - 
43566 
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Documentation 
Week to begin 
Saturday 

AMMAN { Petra) — The Dep- 
artment of National Libraries. 
Documentation and Archives 
(DNLDA), in cooperation with 
the Jordan Amateur Photography 
Club will celebrate' the National 
Documentation Week which beg- 
ins Saturday. The ceremony will 
include a competition of pho- 
tographs of a cultural, historic and 
social nature which could be of 
historic value in the future whe- 
ther they are coloured or black 
and white and at various sizes. 

The DNLDA has called on the 
citizens who have such pho- 
tographs to present them to the 
department or to the dub so that 
they could be assessed. 

Awards will he granted to the 
winning photographs. 


APU to launch coordinated 
efforts to better services 


AM MAN (Petra) — Transport 
Ministry Administrative Director 
Jamil Izmiqnu Monday said that 
the executive council of the Arab 
Postal Union (APU) discussed 
during its meetings concluded in 
Dubai early this week a number of 
postal questions related to exp- 
editing mail delivery among Arab 
countries. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra, Mr. Izmiqnn 
said that the council decided to 
coordinate efforts in an Universal 
Postal Union conference sch- 
eduled to be held in Hnmhurg in 
1984 to expel Israel from the 
union, similar to a measure taken 
against South Africa because of its 
racist policy and defiance of Uni- 
ted Nations resolutions. 

Mr. Izmiqna also said that the 


council decided to give urgent ass- 
istance to the Lebanese postal sys- 
tem to restore life to the vita! ser- 
vice. The Jordanian government 
has already rendered urgent aid to 
ihe Lebanese postal service, he 
said. 

Mr. Izmiqna said that the cou- 
ncil also decided to expand and 
develop cooperation with African 
and Asian postal unions and to 
discuss the question of setting up 
an Islamic postal union. It 'also 
decided to give further aid to the 
Arab Postal College in Damascus 
and to set up a modern building of 
the APU in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) where the APU will 
set up its headquarters. 

vlr. Izmiqna headed the Jor- 
danian delegation to the meetings 
of the APU executive council. 


Flashes of inspiration at university exhibition 



By Meg Abu Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN -- Although there is a 
tremendous diversity in the qua- 
lity of the art works— which cover 
the complete spectrum of media 
from oil paintings to pencil 
drawings— now on show at Uni- 
versity of Jordan Library, it is nev- 
ertheless :ut interesting exhibition. 
This is mainly because the artists, 
students whose majors range from 
business studies to biology, linked 
by a common desire to paint and 
draw, are present, eager and anx- 
ious. often awate of their sho- 
rtcomings and keen to progress. 

Many of the works are drawn 
from these young artist’s 
imaginations— etiolated figures 
populated surreal landscapes, 
rows of precarious Islamic arches 
sit upon another row of the same, 
while a prisoner slumps in a ceil 
bound by medieval chains— for 
they believe that this is the only 
true way of expressing themselves. 
Yet in the same exhibition there 
are a series of oil paintings of the 
Jordanian countryside by Dr. 
Omar Jihreen that prove this is not 
necessarily the case. With these 
landscapes. Dr. Jihreen expresses 
the quiet affection he has for the 
little, used rutted paths that trace 
the northern hills lined-by gnarled 
green olives and edged with tufts 
of wiry grass and weeds. Through 


them he wants to share the beauty 
he has found in the steeply cli- 
mbing road as it rises through the 
rich luxury of spring from below 
the level of the sea to the clear air 
of the mountains. 

Some of the most successful 
pieces of student work also hap- 
pen to be drawn from life like 
Lena Lemma’s very attractive 

ART REVIEW 

pen-and-ink figure drawings. Alt- 
hough simple, the relaxed poses of 
her figures, their absorption in 
their accounting and reading and 
the hints of domesticity tell one at 
once that they are the artist's fam- 
ily at home and thus her work ach- 
ieves a potent reality. 


It is the dark charcoal grey bac- 
kground of Amer Kahallah’s met- 
iculously drawn still life that 
makes his piece so notable, for it 
focuses one’s attention on the tra- 
nsparency of the glass and on the 
oranges in their russet coloured 
bowl. 

Finally, one other piece worth 
mentioning is Mahmood Dajani’ s 
sketch for a relief. The angled pro- 
files of his figures and the soft col- 
ours give rise to a muted ancient 
Egyptian feel. 

The exhibition, which runs until 
Dec. 23. also includes pho- 
tographs of the work of Ibrahim' 
A l Najjar, the students’ teacher, 
some culigrnphy and reliefs using 
lengths of metal in geometrical 
designs. 


For your Xmas shopping CARTE 
Gifts for all ages at: BLANCHE 

Shmeisani - 

Grindlays Bank’ bwld'r” - Amman 


fARTE BLANCHE. 

Gift Land Sindy Land 


THE IDEAL OUT SHOP FOR ALL ACES COMPLETE RANGE OF GIFTS FROM 
SILVER WARE TO CHILDREN TOYS 




Merry Christmas 


j 




Saturday the 25th 
December 


■ , V 
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For reservation, please call 
Crown Hotel 

Tel. No. 78181, 78 

78183,71256, 78468 
Radio and T.V. Road 


GENECO/LAING J.V. 

^ Queen Alia International Airport 

We have available for sale the following items 
of construction equipment: 

3 Bomag BW 65s vibratory trench rollers 
1 Vibromax W 85 vibratory trench roller 

1 Vibromax W 55 vibratory trench roller 
1 Bento rd 5/3 Vz concrete mixer 

4 Mikasa MVC 90 F vibrating plate compactors 
1 Smitweld 600 AMP welding transformer 

1 diesel/water tank, two*wheel, towed, 3000 litres cap- 
acity. 

All equipment can be viewed at the new airport, 
Jiza. For further information contact Nabil 
A, ' J ' or John Snowdon on Tel. 25831 between 
. _ and 1 6:00 hrs. 


p^lRISTMAS LUNCI 
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By Peter Millar 

Keuter 

EAST BERLIN — A Communist 
answer to the West’s capitalistic 
board game of Monopoly sounds a 
■contradiction i in terms, but it is 
likely to fill the Christmas sto- 
ckings of many East German chi- 
ldren this year. 

Trans-korabi, a board game for 
young and old, has the ambitious 
goals . of simultaneously ent- 
ertaining and instructing the pla- 
yers in geography and the mec- 
hanics of a planned socialist eco- 
nomy. 

“They have games such as 
Monopoly in the West. We wanted 
to find something just as much fun 


Trans-kombi: Purely East German game to match Monopoly 


that related to our political sys- 
tem " said the game’s inventor, 
Heinz Behnert, by profession a 
show producer at East Berlin's 
Palace of the Republic Ent- 
ertainment Complex. 

Trans-kombi is played by two 
teams, consisting of any n umber of 
players whose task is to - build 
goods transport systems between 
specific towns on their separate 
maps of East Germany. The goal 
is efficiency, with rewards given 
for speed and economy. 

Each team, representing a tra-‘ 
nsport collective (in German 
“korabinat” from which the game 


gets its name) gets a credit from 
the state, and the winner is the 
team which uses up the least of the 
credit. 

The players may use road, inl- 
and waterways or even airlift 
goods, but soon learn that air tra- 
nsport is expensive, rail cheaper 
than road, and for heavy loads, 
canal barges .are cost-effective but 
slow. 

The lesson is highly relevant. 
With a cut in oil supplies from the 
Soviet Union, the papers are con- 
tinually full of new initiatives to 
cut transport costs. City trams are 
being used to cany heavy goods at 


night and next year’s economic 
plan calls for an extra six million 
tonnes to be carried by rail and 
river. 

“The idea was to keep the luck 
element to a minimum, with each 
team working together to surpass 
the achievements of the other,” 
said Mr. Behnert, sounding like 
the official definition of socialist 
competition. 

He is an energetic man is bis 
mid-30s, who says his mind is con- 
tinually bubbling over with new 
ideas: “Ever since I was a child 
I’ve been fascinated with tra- 
nsport and thinking up new games 


has become a hobby.’’ 
Trans-kombi began as an entry 
in a 1972 competition by good 
advice, a magazine for hobbies 
and household tips aimed pri- 
marily at women, to find a new 
family game. Mr. Behnert won 
and picked up a 2,000 mark 
($800) prize. 

* The game .started as 
“Comecon -transport", named 
after the Soviet bloc’s economic 
organisation. As Mr. Behnert exp- 
lains: “You can play it with a map 
of several countries. My original 
idea was to include all the soc- 
ialist states, but we later decided 


to make it just our own country.” 

It wasin 1977 that Trans-kombi 
took its first step towards the toy 
shop shelves, when a small East 
Berlin company that for years had 
specialised in model cars, trains 
and trams, took up the game as an 
extension of its business. 

Guenter Hoppenheidt, director 
of People’s Own Enterprise Pla- 
stic Toys Berlin, explained: “Peo- 
ple have more free time now and 
we wanted to find a game to help 
fill it, ideally something that par- 
ents and children could play tog- 
ether. and was educational.” 


“We liked Mr. Behnert’s idea 
and got in touch. For the next two 
years we worked closely together 
to produce a set of rules and the 
maps and counters, and Trans- 
kombi first appeared in 1979." 

Selling at 23 marks ($10). 
Trans-korabi is expensive by East 
German standards, but Mr. Hop- 
penheidt comments that its con- 
tents of maps, counters, cards and 
paper money are more extensive’ 
than those supplied in many 
games here. 

In fact, the concession to cap- 
italism of actually including 


money at all was a subject of del- 1 
iberation for some lime in the 
, game’s gestation, with just a value 
points system considered at one 
stage. 

“ But proof of the game's pop- 
ularity is that we’re bringing out a 
new edition in the new year," he 
said. “Of course we’d be only loo 
happy if it found- an export market 
also." 

Meanwhile. Mr. Behnert is 
keeping his mind ticking over. 
He's been toying with an idea for a 
new dice game, but still interested 
in keeping down the luck element, 
he is also thinking inspired by ihe 
latest Soviet cosmonaut end- 
urance record - a space-flight 






HOTELS 



Hotel Jerusalem 
International Metia 

* Luncheon Buffet 

Every FRIDAY & SUNDAY 


Tel.' 665121/8 


PHILADELPHIA 

LI0TEL 

4 STAR HOTEL 
92 ROOM S 
DISCO 

SWIMING POOL 
COFFEE SHOP 


preserft M tyx wrrjK™ ^ L ™ ed 


' SHOWT1MEH P.M. 

FROM DECEMBER 2rd THROUGH JANUMTf4Hl 1983 


I i.Oy HMEyoraSw 




The Regency Palace Hotel 
presents 

-The Royal Rush Bend" 
and 

-The Superstars" 
cabaret show 
nightly 


V 




Celebrate with 
— Luncheon Buffet 
— Cocktails 


ROMERO] 

The Italian Restaurant ] 
12:30 -3:30 § 

6:30 — midnight j 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle I 


Closed on Mondays 


Stop Here Once ... 

& You *11 Come e/rgain 

AbuNawwasBar . 

Happy Hour |§) 

From 7 to8P.m^ ■ 
Drinks half price Vd|7| 

Hala Inn Hotel. Jabal’ Amman 
Near Khalidi Hospital 

Tel. 43106, 43856 


La Terra sse 

Welcomes you to 
THE ROOF 
“Terrace” • Delicious 
cuisine 

• Panoramic 
view 

• Relaxing 
atmosphere 

for reservations 

BpSa Tet 662831. 

J Y Shmeisani 


Restaurant | 

TAIWAN % 
TOURISMO 

Opp. Akilah Maternity Hos- 
pital. 3rd Circle, Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 41093. 

' Try our special "FLAMING 
POT" londue or Peking Duck 
on your next visit. Take-Away 
orders welcome. 

Welcome & Thank you. 


RESTAURANT CHINA 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
.near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. - Midnight 

Tel. 38968 




iviaK'e your gifts 
for rhis season 
"'P*' ORIENTAL 
do your 

XMAS & NEW YEAR 

shopping a t the 

ZAROUBA SOUVENIR 
SHOP 

a: ;n 0 HcUcisv I nr 

T e | ; 6631 00 ext. 31 30 

v -SJ 


Scandinavian 

. show room 

.living rooms 
.dinina rooms 
.Dearoom seta 
.won units 
.[lancing Fixtures 
.STUD? For children 




X_mes lifts by 
ROSENTHAL 

Jabal BMMia 2n4 circle Ufl. 41B18 
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METE Real 
Estate 

Your 

Real Estate Agent 
In Jordan 

Tel. 42358, 42503 
P.O. Box • 35107 
_ tlx. 21867 JO. 

fT -- - - — - 
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Civil OCFenCe SCTS0C TteyDuthiiils^ewithaneyetottefuture 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Travel A Tourism 


GENERAL SALES AGENTS FOR: 
SAS SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES 
THAI AIRWAYS 

Tel. 37195, 22324.5-6-7.8-9 
Tlx. 21212, 21520, 21634 

P.O. Box: 7806, AMMAN 


To Advertise 


^ this section • ^ 



Absolutely! 

The b est optician in town is 
OPTHCdS INTERCONTINENTAL 
hotel. Contact lens centre. Same 
day delivery. Open seven days a week. ’ 
Moderate prices. 

OPTIKOS INTERCONTINENTAL 
HOTEL 

Eyes examined contact lenses special 
prices for students, employees, teachers 
and embassy staff. 

o ptiko s Intercontinental 

HOTEL. T.l. 42043 Amman 



«Intercontinenta\ 

If Hotel 1 

|( Contact Lense ij 
I Centre 
EYES EXAMINED 
CONTACT LENSE 

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

AMMAN TEL. 42043 


TRANSPORTATION 


ft 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

WORLDWIDE 

Specialistsinlocal & international 
removals 

shipping & forwarding (air. land, sea) 
• storage 'packing ’crating 
’clearing r door-to-door service 

CROWN INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Amman - Jabal Hussein - Firas Circle 
Tel. 664090 Tlx. 22205 BESMCO JO 
Aqaba Tal. 5778 


1982 

modal* 



WASSIM 

RENT-A-CAR 


dll 


TEL 44579 - 4 3 51 5 
CAMEO HOTEL 


RESTAURANTS & BARS 


MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT 

AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and take away 
For quick lunch * 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2 

Fully aircond cloned 

Amman AQABA 

Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 Te! - 4633 p -°- Bo * 598 

Wadi Saqra Road pLi* 

ij i u .. i Near the Main Circle 

Near Holiday inn Hate! 
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How’s your viability? 


AND NOW. folks, we meet the latest addition 
to the cast of thousands that makes up the 
drama of Peace in the Holy Land: Mr. Via- 
bility. You may not have heard of Mr. Viability 
before because, well, because he has only rec- 
ently come down to Earth and been introduced 
into our company very discreetly via a United 
States State Department background briefing 
to journalists in Washington one day before the 
start of official talks there between President 
Ronald “Viable is My Middle Name” Reagan 
and His Majesty King Hussein. 

We are all collectively excused for not kno- 
wing about Mr. Viability before this week, but 
it seems that we have to get to know this tricky 
fellow rather quickly. The American briefing 
talked about “a viable Arab delegation'' com- 
ing forward to negotiate with Israel as a nec- 
essary element of bringing the Israelis to the 
negotiating table. The viable delegation would 
include Jordanians and Palestinians, in the 
American view, and would serve the essential 
purpose - though this is not spelled out so 
clearly by the State Department - of getting 
around the American objection to dealing with 
the PLO. 

it would he interesting to hear more from 


the Americans about the concept of “via- 
bility”. What does one look to as a model of 
viability to emulate? The American- 
Vietnamese negotiations of the early 1970s? 
The American relationship with the Shah of 
Iran? 

We should not, of course, brush off the 
American idea too quickly, but rather we sho- 
uld challenge them to put their money where 
their mouth is. Viability, like love, is in the eye 
of the beholder. All the viability of Arabia will 
not sweeten the powerful smell of American 
non-credibility In situations such as these. And 
who decides what is viable? Ronald Reagan? 
The House of Representatives' foreign affairs 
committee which recently voted to increase 
American aid to Israel as a reward for Israel's 
actions in Lebanon daring this year? 

The more one thinks about it, the more Mr. 
Viability appears to be a diplomatic snowman, 
destined to melt away into nothingness as soon 
as he is exposed to the light of day. But never 
mind, for building snowmen is an important 
element of American foreign policy. Our que- 
stion remains: Is American foreign policy in 
the Middle East viable enough in itself to dem- 
and viability of others? We smell a rat. 


JORDAN’S ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

A I Ra'i : Commitments and obligations should be clarified 


The official talk.-* between His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and U.S. President Reagan start Tuesday, an 
event carefully observed by American circles that 
see in its outcome an indicator of possibilities for a 
success or a failure of the Reagan peace initiative 
for the Middle East. 

At the Arab level, the talks are considered of 
essential consequence as to the degree of ser- 
iousness of the U.S. attitude towards peace in the 
region, based on just and comprehensive fou- 
ndations. To the Arabs the outcomeof the talks will 
also show how able the Reagan administration is to 
implement its plan. 

The Jordanian side will definitely be sounding 
out pan- Arab attitudes, which give priority to the 
liberation of the occupied Arab territories, and 
suppose that all the main features of the wav to 
peace will be identified to an extent that leaves no 
room for Israeli attempts to thwart the peace pro- 
cess. 

For things to be put in their right course, com- 
mitments and obligations to be honoured by ail 


concerned parties in the Middle East conflict sho- 
uld be projected in a way that guarantees timely 
advancement towards the long-awaited peace. 

Needless to say. the U.S. role will be mainly 
concentrated on removing obstacles created by Isr- 
ael in the path to peace. The very Israeli rejection of 
the Reagan initiative and all other peace proposals, 
the intensified settlement programme carried out 
by Israel in the occupied Arab territories, and the 
Israeli insistence in laying down pre-conditions on 
the outcome of peace efforts or talks as to comply 
with its supposition that gives the Palestinians some 
self-rule under Israeli sovereignty, all need to be 
duly tackled by the U.S. administration. . . 

The Arab stand regarding the Reagan initiative is 
a positive one. and it is only for some unclear points 
that need to be clarified that u complete approval of 
the initiative is to be reached. The development of a 
positive aspect in the U.S. proposals to secure Pal- 
estinian rights will certainly render it possible to 
proceed to practical steps, provided the Israeli side 
is made to agree to peace prerequisites. 


A I Diistour: A new stage of peace efforts awaits unveiling 


His Majesty King Hussein's visit and talks in Was- 
hington are of major importance to the dev- 
elopment of the peace process in the Middle East. 
On it depends the possibility of opening a new 
chapter of peace efforts that could lead to a just and 
durable peace in the region, and a solution to its 
central issue -- the Palestinian question, or seeing a 
curtain fall on the scene of current peace effort for a 
settlement, if the King’s visit and talks Jo not rec- 
ede sufficient understanding and response. 

The Arabs had presented to the world a com- 
prehensive peace plan based on international leg- 
itimacy. The Arab League seven-member com- 
mittee could, through visits and contacts with four 
leading world capitals, clarify the Arab stand tow- 
ards peace in the region, and abundantly dem- 
onstrate genuine concern tor pence. It is now for the 
U.S.. which really have a special role in the Middle 


East, to declare its readiness to make sufficient 
efforts, and exert enough pressure on Israel to 
abide by international will, and give up aggressive 
and anti-peace policies. 

Washington is now. after Arab ack- 
nowledgement of all positive aspects in the Reagan 
initiative, called upon to clarify ail the unclear asp- 
ects of its peace proposals, taking into account the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. On the 
other hand the Israeli rejeciionist attitude towards 
the Reagan initiative in particular, and peace eff- 
orts in general, is to be properly dealt with by the 
U.S. administration. LLS. responsibility as world 
leading power, and the universally-acknowledged 
right of peoples to self-determination, which the 
U.S. certainly honours, should be simultaneously 
applied to the Palestinian issue. Such a right can in 
no way be exclusively recognised. 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 22, 1982 


SCIENCE & INDUSTRY By Dr. Awn Rltti 

Expand the activities of 
the Jordan Centre for 
Studies and Information 


Result proba bly a loose accord : t . 

New tries to get 
concerted squeeze 
on Soviet economy 


By Sidney Wetland 

Reuter 


Established in 1978, the 
Jordan Centre for Studies and 
Information has carried out its 
activities with reasonable suc- 
cess despite limited financial 
resources. Expansion of its act- 
ivities is highly recommended 
in order to enable the staff of 
the centre to render whatever 
assistance they can to 
decision-makers and res- 
earchers in all fields of 
policy-making. 

The centre regularly collects 
political and socio-economic 
information from int- 
ernationally recognised pri- 
mary sources. The collected 
items are classified and stored 
in a computer in a form ready 
for instant retrieval. The centre 
also conducts seminars on iss- 
ues important to the region in 
order to permit the exchange of 
views amongst experts and 
decision-makers. 

It also car riesou (studies on 
current affairs with special 
emphasis on the Middle East. 
Morever, the centre issues an 
Arabic-English periodical. The 
Arab perspective, the purpose 
of which is to help widen and 
deepen the perspective, und- 
erstanding. and capability of 
Arab intellectuals and 
decision-makers-. 

The centre is anxious to 


promote cooperation with sim- 
.ilar centres, and any sug- 
gestions and .ideas that would 
enhance its performance are 
welcome. 

In today's world, politics 
influences the structure, of 
modern societies. Science 
however forms the basis for 
this structure. Hence, although 
politics until now has directed 
the activities of the centre, it 
should be borne in mind that 
no decision-making process is 
justified if it is not based upon 
scientific research and studies 
in the various relevant dis- 
ciplines. 


The present set-up of the 
centre should therefore not 
discourage scientists, tec- 
hnologists, industrialists, med- * 
ical doctors, and other spe- 
cialists, form participating and 
contributing in its endeavours. 

Cooperation between the 
centre and other concerned 
institutions in the country sho- 
uld be administered by the cen- . 
tre. Many would-be interested 
parties still do not know of the . 
existence, the aims, and the 
functions of the centre. Some 
people have the misconception 
that it is just a -team of adm- 


holding of seminars and the 
publishing of articles. 

Some people get the false 
impression that the activities 
are carried out in an arbitrary 
fashion with no systematic pla- 
nning and management. Oth- 
ers do not realise that research 
is carried out in-house, and 
they tend to underestimate the 
possible potential value of such 
an undertaking. 

The importance of the centre 
as a form for strategic planning 
and decision-making should be 
recognised. It is my belief that 
this will happen as soon as the 
objectives and the role of the 
centre have been identified. 


LONDON — The United States 
and European allies have sid- 
estepped a row over East-West 
trade by calling for expert advice 
on how to tighten up on business 
deals without losing valuable con- 
tracts. Western officials say the 
compromise means a much more 
leisured approach than the Rea- 
gan administration hoped for in 
trying to cut off trade that pot- 
entially might help the Soviet 
Union’s military build-up. 


inistrators who carry out rbe 
task of liaison personnel in the 


There is always a need, and 
an opportunity to augment the' 
human and financial cap- 
abilities of the centre in order 
to enable h to provide its ser- 
vices in the best possible man- 
ner. The task that the centre is 
expected to undertake extends 
far beyond' a narrow and iso- 
lated definition of the word 
“politics". 

By expanding the activities 
the strategy -formulating effort 
of Jordan would get more 
specialists of varied disciplines. 
It would also increase the ass- 
ets available in the hands of the 
decision-makers. 


A coordinated strategy on gro- 
und rules governing deals with the 
Communist bloc seems unlikely to 
emerge for at least six months and 
could take even longer. Officials 
say the end result will probably be 
a loose accord that may be int- 
erpreted variously by the 16 
NATO governments. It seems lik- 
ely to fall a long way short of the 
tough measures sought by the 
Linked States. 


President Reagan and the Eur- 
opeans have been feuding for 
months over U.S. attempts to get 
the allies in line in a concerted 
squeeze on the Soviet Union's 
hard-pressed economy. 

France took a lead in resisting 
what officials in Paris feared could 
turn into a trade war. Although 
agreement has finally been rea- 
ched on launching a series of exp- 
ert studies, the French gov- 
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No family or diplomatic visits 

6,000 are still held at Ansar camp 


By Ph3 Davison 

Reuter 


ANSAR, Lebanon — On a rocky, 
windswept hill above this southern 


New era in Anglo-Irish relations? 


By Colin McIntyre 

Reuter 


DLtBLIN — Prospects of a new 
era in Anglo-Irish relations and an 
effective cure fr»r a seriously ailing 
economy lie with the Irish Rep- 
ublic's new government, the fou- 
rth in IS months, which was sworn 
in this week. 

With .■ majority of six in the 
1 nt'-seai Dail \ parliament! the 
revived coalition between Dr. 
Garret FitzGerald's Fine Gael and 
the Labour Parly should have 
enough voles to push through 
unpopular austerity measures to 
stop the economic slide. 

With 15 percent inflation. 15 
per cent unemployment and for- 
eign debts of Slit billion, higher 
per capita than both Poland and 
Mexico, the economy is sure to he 
the top priority. Bui Dr. Fitz- 
Gerald. an idealistic intellectual 
with a vision of reuniting Ireland, 
has made it clear that he also 
wants curly talks with London on 
the future of British-ruled Nor- 
thern Ireland, where more than 
2.30* i people have been killed in 
13 years of sectarian violence. 

Dr. FitzGerald has also said he 
hopes to improve relations bet- 
ween London and Dublin, which 
.slumped over the Irish refusal to 
take economic .sanctions against 
Argentina during the Falkland 
islands war. among other reasons. 

The new premier Is regarded in 
London ns -i more amenable par- 
s on the Irish question 
uuaai ms predecessor, Charles 
Haughey. although the London 


Times newspaper cautioned in an 
editorial that this should not be 
exaggerated. 

Dr. FitzGerald. 56. who headed 
a minority government with Lah- 
our for seven months last year., 
returned to power after the Lab- 
our Parly accepted a common 
programme he worked out with its 
youthful leader, former rugby int- 
ernational Dick Spring. 

As the price of its cooperation 
with Fine Gael, a conservative, 
nationalist party that has tra- 
ditionally appealed to large far- 
mers and small businessmen. 
Labour has won concessions on 
spending cuts and the promise of a 
property tax on the wealthy. 

The tax of 1 .5 per cent on any 
property valued over $ 90 .linil and 
incomes over SJ 7.000 was less 
than Labour had demanded but' 
the party regarded it as a step in 
the right direction, expected to 
raise some S2H million in extra 
revenue. 

Labour also succeeded in sof- 
tening Fine Gael’s tough line on 
reducing the government's day- 
to-dav spending deficit, currently 
standing at around SI. 4 billion, 
arguing successfully for a scheme 
spread over five years, rather than 
. four as planned. 

The 26-page agreement also 
envisages an employment task 
force and a national development 
corporation with capital of $375 
million and borrowing limits of 
S680 million to help create jobs. 

The coalition was forged after a 
general election last month in 
which the ruling Fianna Fail Party 


got only 75 seats in the Dail aga- 
inst 70 won by Fine Gael and 16 
by Labour. 


will have the delicate task of pre-* 
paring the ground for an early- 
meeting between Dr. FitzGerald 


Ousted Prime Minister Hau- and British Prime Minister Mar- 
ghey. a self-made millionaire, has garet Thatcher. 


since pounced on Labour’s efforts 
to temper government cuts and 
predicted that the new coalition 
would ruin the country. 


Dr. FitzGerald hopes to 
improve relations bet- 
ween London and Dublin, 
which slumped over the 
Irish refusal to take eco- 
nomic sanctions against 
Argentina during Fal- 
kland Islands war, among 
other reasons. 


The Irish Republic has been 
borrowing heavily — even under 
Mr. Haughey. his opponents ass- 
ert — for day-to-day spending, 
pushing government and public 
agency foreign debt to nearly $10 
billion. 

Foreign exchange reserves are 
expected to be around $2.5 billion 
by the end of the year, enough to 
pay for 3.4 months of imports. 
While this figure is low, it is not as 
low as in some other European 
countries. 

New Foreign Minister Peter 
Barry. 54. a wealthy tea importer, 


Relations between Britain and 
its former colony, never very 
warm, have suffered in the ten- 
sions of the Northern Ireland con- 
flict. Mr. Haughey had accused 
Mrs. Thatcher of intransigence 
over Republican hunger strikers 
in Northern Ireland prisons. Alt- 
hough the Dublin government 
pursues Irish Republican gue- 
rrillas with draconian laws, they 
planted two bombs in London in 
June, killing 1 1 soldiers. 

Dr. FitzGerald, whose parents 
were involved in Ireland's ind- 
ependence struggle, is known to 
believe that his country should 
make itself more palatable for the 
Protestant majority in Northern 
Ireland by ridding the constitution 
Of sectarian overtones. 

Dublin lays a constitutional 
claim to Northern Ireland, a con- 
stant provocation to the Pro- 
testants in the British province. 
Mr. Spring. 32. who finck himself . 
deputy prime minister only 18 
months after entering, politics, 
shares Dr. FitzGerald's com- 
mitment to doing something about 
the north and has offered his good 
offices to produce, an all-party 
consensus in the south. 

He said last weekend that it was 
time to get away from a history- 
book mentality and urged his fel- 
low Irish politicians to stop using 
the north as what he called a "pol- 
itical football. 


Lebanese village, the Israeli army 
is holding 6,000 men, mostly Pal- 
estinians, in a prison camp sur- 
rounded by barbed wire and 
tanks. 

Israeli soldiers in the camp, 
known as Ansar, watch the pri- 
soners from wooden watch towers, 
scanning the 200 olive tents at 
night with floodlights. The pri- 
soners were picked up as sus- 
pected Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) fighters or sym- 
pathisers after the Israeli invaded 
Lebanon in June. Most of the det- 
ainees have been in the camp nea- 
rly six months but some were arr- 
ested later, after various attacks 
on the occupying Israeli army in 
the last few months. 

Those released include more 
than 600 foreigners from 31 cou- 
ntries, mostly Arabs and Africans. 
But about 100 foreigners are still 
held, according to diplomatic sou- 
rces. The prisoners are not all- 
owed family or diplomatic visits 
but Swiss delegates from the Int- 
ernational Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) call at the camp five 
days a week, delivering letters to 
and from the detainees. 

The letters must first go through 
Israeli military censors in Tel 
Aviv, a process which lakes sev- 
eral weeks. As always, the all- 
Swiss ICRC declines all comment 
on the conditions in the camp. But 
diplomatic sources said Int- 
ernational Red Cross men were 
concerned about the effects of the 
coming winter. 

Hassan Ali, a 28-year-old Leb- 
anese leftist released from Ansar 
this week after nearly six months' 
detention, told Reuters the Isr- 
aelis had recently provided woo- 
den floors for the tents, each of 
which house between 25 and 30 
men. But the diplomatic sources- 
said the chilly winter winds on the 
hilltop and torrential rains likely 
to set in soon could cause serious 
-health problems for some of the 
^ prisoners, who range in age from 


18 to over AO. 

Hassan Ali said the prisoners 
had enough warm clothes and bla- 
nkets, as well as rubber beds, and 
gas or fuel heaters had recently 
been provided for each tenr. The 
detainees received hot meals, usu- 
ally meat and beans with rice, and 
were sometimes given raw food to 
cook themselves on burners in the 
.big military tents, he said. 


Prisoners killed 


He said he did not know why an 
Israeli soldier killed two detainees 
earlier this month, an incident 
announced by the Israelis in Tel 
Aviv at the time and described by 
them as an accident. 

“It could have been an accident 
or maybe the soldier was drunk. 
We heard several shots. There had 
been no disturbances before that 
but we refused food for two days 
in protest." Hassan Ali said. 

“The prisoners* committee is 
still investigating. A senior aide to 
Israeli Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon was in the camp at the 
time. Afterwards, he apologised 
and said the Israelis did not want 
to kflf any prisoners. The soldier 
who fired was taken away," he 
added. 

Israeli tanks and armoured cars 
are strategically placed outside the 
camp's barbed wire perimeter and 
local villagers say they believe the 
Israelis have laid minefields in the 
area to discourage would-be esc- 
apers. The Israelis have blocked 
most roads in the area, including 
the main road from the Med- 
iterranean coast to the com- 
mercial centre of Nabatiye, to 
prevent people from even gli- 
mpsing the detention camp. 

As a result, local Lebanese 
complain that their lives have 
been disrupted- Abed, a 40- 
year-old post office worker from 
Ansar, used to drive to work in 
Nabatiye in 10 minutes. Because 
. the- Israelis have cur the road, he 


goes to work only once a week, 
using a din road over the mou- 
ntains which takes him several 
hours. Western diplomats in Bei- 
rut said they had no idea how 
many of the Ansar detainees may 
have been PLO fighters or sym- 
pathisers but believed alL the det- 
ainees would be freed whenever 
the Israelis withdrew from Leb- 
anon. 

The prisoners must also be 
given the chance to be freed out- 
side Lebanon if they are afraid to 
remain in this country one dip- 
lomat said. He cited the case of a * 
Palestinian who was freed from 
Ansar on Oct. 7 after being held 
by the Israelis since June. 

“He got to Beirut on Oct. 8 and 
was picked up by the Lebanese 
army in a sweep of possible PLO 
sympathisers." , the diplomat said. 
“He is still being held in Badaro 
prison in Beirut.” 


Fortified positions 


U.S. Middle East peace envoy 
Philip Habib is trying to get talks 
- under way on an Israeli wit- 
hdrawal from Lebanon, to be mat- 
ched by a pull-out of Syrian troops 
and PLO fighters from north and 
east Lebanon. 

But the Israelis are fortifying 
their positions in southern Leb- 
anon daily and appear to be dig- 
ging in rather than preparing to 
leave. Abed, the post office wor- 
ker from Ansar, said: “They (the 
Israelis) are setting up new pos- 
itions every day. Most people aro- 
und here expect them to stay bet- 
ween five and 10 years.” He said 
the Israelis were using an airstrip 
outside Ansar, built by the PLO, 
for transport planes but not fig- 
hters. 

Israeli fighter planes, app- 
,arentfy on reconnaissance or tra-- 
;ining missions, screamed over 
Ansar several times while this cor- ' 
respondent was there. 


emment is still hesitant and may 
hold back from endorsing a joint 
strategy. 

Britain has backed Mr.' Reagan, 
but is reluctant to break ranks with 
partners in the 10-narion Eur- 
opean Community. West Ger- 
many's conservative Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl also sympathises 
with U.S. objectives but is anxious 
not to jeopardise trade contracts 
at a time of high unemployment. 


Vague assurances 


Last summer. NATO countries 
clashed openly in a bitter dispute 
over U.S. attempts -to bar Eur- 
opean firms from suppIyingLLS,- 
licensed equipment for a major 
Soviet natural gas pipeline. 

Mr. Reagan backed down" in 
November, but only after getting 
vague assurances that the Eur- 
opeans would join in serious stu- 
dies aimed at closing off strategic 
and other loopholes. Even the 
was disputed. France denied it was 
a party to any such agreement but 
said it was ready to go on talking. 

Eventually the rift was papered 
over in a series of low-key mee- 
tings during a European tour by 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz, his first since taking over 
the post last summer. “We need 
some overall set of objectives^ 
some sort of strategy," be told . 
reporters on Friday in London, 
the last of seven capitals he visited. 
“We have got this identified 


Officials say the expen studies 
called for as the next step will be 
slow-paced and thorough, and 
that nothing much is- likely to be 
heard of them, until . late next 
spring. Government leaders of the 
seven major industrialised Wes- 
tern nations — the U.S., Britain. 
Canada. France. West Germany, 
Italy and Japan— will gpl an initial, 
report at a meeting in Wil- 
liamsburg!. Virginia, on May 28. 

Whatever gloss they put- on it 
will be further refined when 
N ATO foreign ministers meet in 
Paris in June. To placate France 
and others "distrustful of creating a 
special watchdog body, the U.S. 
has agreed the studies shoultf be 
carried out wifhfo ^isting rorg- . 
anisatfons. 


Strengthen Cocom 


These are mainly the Org- 
anisation for Economic* Coo- 
peration and Development (O- 
ECD). Cocom, it Paris-based 
body that already monitors exp- 
orts to the Communist bfoc, and 
NATO. 

Originally, the UJS. wanted to 
create a special .group to include 
the industrialised big seven and 
the European Community. France 
refused to accept anything that 
might smack of supranationalism 
or what French officials call U.S. 
domination^ - 

British diplomats .say there wfll 
be no deadline for the studies, 
even though the Williamsburg 
meeting is a target. The first move 
will be to strengthen Cocom’, 
which is already at work checking 
export licences to' ensure equ- 
ipment that might help Moscow 
militarily does not slip through. 
Cocom will also look into other 
high technology items, possibly 
including oil and gas equipment, 
which could have indirect military 
significance. France would like to 
probe the impact on the Soviet 
economy of U.S. grain sales to 
Moscow. 

OECD will track financial and 
trade flows to judge how much 
East- We st trade contributes to 
Soviet strength and how to limit 
Western European dependence 
on Soviet, energy sources. 

The U.S. holds that France and 
West Germany, which are com- 
mitted to buying gas pumped thr- 
ough the projected Soviet "pip- 
eline, could be vulnerable if Mos- 
cow decided for political reasons 
to shut off supplies. Another task 
for OECD will be to check whe- 
ther financial credits offered to the 
Soviet bloc are too cheap o t are 
weighted with special advantages 
to aid Communist customers.' " 

In Paris last week,. Mr. Shultz 
admitted this was a “doggone dif- 
ficult subject" because, of int- . 
ricactes involving interest 
and possibly hidden subsidies! By 
giving the Western-dominated 
OECD a major rofe/ Japan, A off- *• 
tralia and some neutral countries 
will also be involved/- ' 

The U.S. befieves NATOsfw- 
uld have an umbrella ftmcriqtrfr* 
some "way. but France insists. IhflT 
ultimately each me ruber nation 
must decide how- if wflJact- “We r 
do not believe in tha?*jteed for ^ 
general coordinating 
hanism" a French-' spokes® 80 *r 
said. Mr. Shultz-said flfo Westero ‘ r 
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Mt. Nebo combines church and museum 


By Rami G. Khouri 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Some twenty years 
after restoration work began at 
the church on Mount Nebo. the 
team of Franciscan fathers wor- 
king at the site has completed its 
initial restoration of the ancient 
basilica and its rich, multi-layered 
mosaics. The Franciscans, under 
th_ e direction of Father Michele. 
Piccirillo, have also pieced tog- 


ether the long history of the bas- 
ilica and its use as a religious site 
since at least the 4th century A.D. 

Visitors to the Mt. Nebo basilica 
today enter the restorated late 6th 
century church, with its typical 
three-aisled layout and altar area. 
But remains of the earlier church 
can also be appreciated, as can a 
series. of floor and wall mosaics 
dating from the 4th through the 
7th centuries. 

In restoring the basilica. Fr. Pic- 



Fr. Piccirillo standing inside remains of a monk's cell 



ciriilo says his team has worked on 
the basis that the building would 
be “half church and half mus- 
eum", accessible to the visiting 
public but also maintained as a 
regularly used church. 

The Franciscans first became 
involved with Mt. Nebo in 1932. 
when Father Hieronymus Mihaic,- 
who was in charge of the Jericho 
monastery, recognised the heap of 
stones atop Mount Nebo as an 
ancient religious site and acquired 
the land there from the local bed- 
ouins. The Franciscans had been 
associated with the Holy Land 
since 1220 A.D., and since 1342. 
upon the designation of the Pope, 
they have been official guardians 
of the Catholic holy places in Pal-- 
estine. 

Father Sylvester Sailer, an 
American, directed the first dig at 
Mt. Nebo in 1933-37; but the 
advent of World War II brought 
work to a bait as the area became a 
military zone. The results of the 
first three seasons were published 
in 1941 by the Franciscan Biblical 
Institute in Jerusalem, which had 
been established in Jerusalem 
since 1923. 

Work resumed on the site in 
1963, concentrating on restoring 
and roofing the 6th century bas- 
ilica that had been identified 30 
years earlier by Fr.Saller.In 1967. 
another team of Franciscans 
began restoring the mosaics, 
under the direction of Father Vir- 
gilio Corbo, while also conducting 
further excavations to trace the 
full history of the site. Work sto- 
pped once again in 1970. because 
of the hazards of war, and was res- 
umed in 1976. under the sup- 
ervision of Fr. Piccirillo. 

The intermittent excavations by 
the Franciscans during the past 50 
years have now established firmly 
that the first major construction 
on the site was a 4th century cello 
trichord , probably a funeral bui- 
lding in earlier times that was con- 
verted into a small, three-apsed 
church in the 4th century. It cov- 
ered the area of the present altar, 
and the facade of that first church 
was at the level of the second row _ 
of pillars from the altar in the exi- * 
sting church. To the south of the 
4th century church was a room 
with a mosaic cross in the floor — 


the cross that is mounted today on 
the wall to the right of the altar. 
This would have been a small fun- 
eral chapel, matched by another 
one to the north of the altar. Both 
rooms were one metre below the 
level of the mam church, because 
of the construction of the church 
complex along rhe sJope of the 
mountain. An open courtyard to 
the west of the earlier church exi- 
sted in what is now the interior of 
the roofed 6th century church. 
Pilgrims' accounts and literary 
sources confirm the existence of 
the 4th century basilica, and there 
is sound speculation that it was 
built by Egyptian monks. 

It is also clear that the site was 
used even earlier than the 4th cen- 
tury church, based on a find of six 
tombs below the level of the 4th 
century mosaic floors. 

In 531 A.D., the complex was 
restored and expanded into a 
three-aisled church with a bap- 
tistry to the nonh that was entered 
via a courtyard. 

In the late 6th century, after 
destruction by earthquake, the 
church complex was totally rebuilt 
and expanded. The sloping hill 
had been levelled by this time to 
allow’ a bigger church to be built all 
on the same level. A new baptistiy 
and a chapel to the Virgin Mary 
were added — the two rooms to 
the right as one enters the church 
today . This rebuilt late 6th century 
church, completed in 598 A.D., is 
essentially the building that one 
visits on Mt. Nebo today. The anc- 
ient 4th century church became 
the altar area of the 6th century’ 
church, with steps leading down 
into the main body of the church. 

The small room to the east of 
the altar which had contained the 
4th century mosaic cross became a 
memorial to Moses in the 6th cen- 
tury. The long northern hall, 
which is to the left as you enter, 
was divided into two rooms. In the 
first room, nearer the door, was 
discovered the marvellously pre- . 
served. 5 x 5 .5 -metre mosaic floor 
panel full of 6th centuiy Jordanian 
animals, hunters trees and men on 
horseback. To the north of the 
mosaic is the ancient baptismal 
basin, a cross-shaped stone str- 
ucture with a channel to carry hot 
or cold water for the baptismal 


riles. The Greek inscription at the 
bottom of the mosaic gives its date 
as 531 A.D., and another ins- 
cription in a separate panel names 
the mosaicisLs as Soelos, Kaiomos 
and Elias. 

The south hall, to the right as 
you enter the church, is also div- 
ided into two rooms. The one near 
the altar is the baptistry, which 
was rebuilt at the end of the 6th 
centuiy. The room closer to the 
door is the Chapel of the Virgin 
Mary, the last major addition to 
the church complex which was 
built in the early days of the 7th 
century. 


Fr. Piccirillo has kept the ear- 
liest. unrestored mosaics in place 
in the floor of the northern hall, 
and has hung later mosaics on the 
walls there. In the southern hall 
he did the opposite — keeping the 
latest mosaics in place in the floor 
of the baptistry and the Chapel of 
the Virgin Mary, and hanging the 
two earlier mosaic floors on the 
wails. 


The earliest mosaics in Jordan 
date from the 1st century A.D., 
and are found at Herod's Castle at 
Mashnako-Mukawar. The castle 
was built in 90-100 B.C., but was 
redone by Herod the Grat in 30 
B.C., with some 1st century mos- 
aics having survived io this day. 
Thus the Mt. Nebo and Madaba 
mosaics represent a later period of 
work. Mosaics were built thr- 
oughout the Madaba region in the 
3rd, 4th and 5lh centuries, but 
reached their peak of artistry in 
the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. All 
mosaics that have survived to this 
day in Jordan are floor mosaics. 
Fr. Piccirillo said in a recent int- 
erview here. No wall mosaics have 
been found here, and the closest 
wall mosaics are to be seen at the 
St. Catherine's Monastery in the 
Sinai. 




The north hall of Mt. Nebo church as it was when -excavations began in 1933 


The Mt. Nebo church (“Siy- 
agha" in Arabic) was called by dif- 
ferent names in the Byzantine era. 
including Naba or Nebo, Abarim. 
Phasga or Pisgah. It derives its 
holy aura from its reputation as 
the spot where Moses was buried, 
a claim that has yet to be proven. 
The spot was revered fry Chr- 
istians as early as the 4th century. 


however, as evidenced by the acc- 
ounts of a pious and hardy Roman 
nun, Etheria, who made a pil- 
grimage to Mt. Nebo in 390 A.D. 
and wrote about her trip in her 
memoirs. It was she who recorded 
the fret that the 4th century 
church was inhabited by Egyptian 
monks, probably Copts. 

The open counyard and the 


steps west of the church are the 
next target of Fr. Piccirillo' s end- 
eavours to fully restore the Mt. 
Nebo complex. The jumble of sto- 
nes in the courtyard would have 
been the . rooms of the ancient 
monasteries, where the monks* 
lived, studied, ale and performed 
their daily chores. In the corners 
of so me of the out door rooms, vis- 


itors can sec remains of 
monks' room-floors, done in 
rougher, bigger, simpler style ■ 
mosaic than that used inside i! 
basilica. New excavations arc af 
underway outside the church. 1 
the south and east, to identify u 
entire area of the former m*. - 
asteries that would have existed : 
part of the church complex. 


The church's north hall with beautiful 531 AD mosaic floor 


Exterior view of the church's altar area shows three stages of const ruction 


The altar area today; foreground is where facade of oldest church would have been 
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24:00 World News 24:09 The Wprid 
Today 00:25 Book Choke; Financial 
News 00:40 Reflections 00:45 Sports 
Round-up 01:00 World News: Com- 
mentary fli:15 The Belton Estate 01 JO 
Top Twenty 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS MUSEUMS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. ! 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


FILM 


■ The Turning Point, at the American 
Centre at p.m. 


VIDEO 


“ Le Malade lmaginare (3rd pan) at 
4:00 p.m.. Sciences: De La Plume A 
L'Ordinateur lot 5:00 pan.) and Tar- 
tuffe (at A;ttn p.m.). 


■ Dance in America. Merce Cun- 
ningham And Dance Company ( 1 hour) 
at the American Centre at 3:30 p.m. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jahal Amman, tel. 245%. 

Church of the Anntmoadoo (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

De la SaSe Church (Roman Catholic} 
JabaJ Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the damnrirtlwi (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 2354). 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 43453. 
Armenian Calhofic Church Ashrafieh, 

71331. 

Armenian Orthodoi Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denomioadoua)): meets ai Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani. 663249. 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 Ort years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerusb (4tfa to lSth 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Jordan ArcbseologfcaJ Maseura: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AI QaTa (Citadel HiU). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countrieand a 
collection of paintings by I Qth Century 
orierttafot artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. - fi.oo p .m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel 30128. 

Military Museum: Collection of railirurv 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9 a.m.-4 run. Closed 
Saturdays. TeJ. 664240. 

Popular Life tf Jordan Museum: loom 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instroraems, etc. 
Opening boors- 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel 37169. 


This information Is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation deportment at Amman Airport 
let. 92205-6, where it should always be 
verified. 


ARRIVALS 


SERVICE CLUBS 


659, 720. 1413 KHz 
OfcOO Newsdesk 06 JO Waveguide 06:40 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

05:00 Daybreak OtkOQ The Breakfast 
Show; 17:00 News roundup: reports, 
opinion, analyses 17:30 VOA Mag* 
arine: Americana, science, culture, let- 
ters 1&00 Special English News 18:15 
Feature: Space and Man 18J0 Now 
Musi: USA 19:06 News Roundup: rep- 
orts. opinion, analyses. 19J0 Dateline 
20:00 Special English: news, feature: 
Space and Man. 20J0 Now Music USA 
21:00 News Roundup: reports, opinion, 
analyses. 21:30 VOA Magazine: Ame- 
ricana. science, culture, tetters 22:00 
Special English; news 22:15 Music USA 
(Jazz) 23:00 VOA World Report 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


American Centre tc). 4 J 520 

British Council .'6147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37004 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet CaJturaJ Centre *14203 

Spanish Cultural Centre- 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Husseut Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Library .. 843SS 


Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday M the Tycho 
Hotel, 1.30 p.m. 

Lions PhfiadeJpfab Club. Meetings 
even second and fourth Wednesday al 
the Amman Marriott Hotel. 1 .30 p.m. 
PUatfelpHa Rotary Ctab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

RvUty Chib. Meetings every Tuesday' 
ai the Intercmuinenial Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Clul). Jahal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 8152&1. 


06:45 Cairo (EA) 

07=45 Karachi (PIA) 

08:45 Cairo <RJ) 

8*55 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 Abu Dabbi(RJ) 

W:20 Dubai (RJ) 

— Dhohran (RJ) 

01*45 - Kuwait (RJ) 

10:00 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10:15 - Beirut (RJ) 

1J.-O0 1 Lamaca (CYJ 

II J5 Istanbul, Ankara (TA) 

*4i 35 Kuwait (KAC) 

14 JO Bucharest (RJ) 

•S 12 ® Jeddah (Saudiaj 

tO^O Bangkok (RJ) 

16J 0 Cairo (RJ) 

11:15 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:30 Copenhagen. Athens (RJ) 

1*15 - Zurich (SR) 

1&J5 Cairo (RJ) 

18:40 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

20:50 Frankfort. Lam aka LH) 

2® :4 5 Beirut (ME A) 

22:30 Baghdad (RJ) 

Jjgf -. Cairo (RJ) 

JU** — Cairo (EA) 

02130 Belgrade, Istanbul <YA) 


18J0 ’ 


I8.-4S 


19:00 


I9HB 

19:15 


19-JO 


20:00 Calm fRji 

20:15 


20 JO 

BZJO 

... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ j 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance 193.75111 

Firstaid. fire, police 199 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue — 661 ( 1 ( 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue J92. 21 1 1 1. 37777 

Police headquarters .w 1 4 1 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 36381 -2 

Municipal water service 71125-K 


dal) 

Dr Mohuumud Al-.Vuqi .. 'ft' 'I 
Nairoukh phnrmacv (24 hr. i 2.*i» T 2 


Al-Xalam pharmacy . . ji«7 “n 

Al-Manar pharmacy SUMS 

Inferior Ministry Circle phami.icy 

. i.i »ss«:- 

AI WahJal phjfrn.ity i — > 

Tarcq taxi . . . 2i"24 

Unhwrshy taxi . Mii'H 

O.ibj City uxi .... . >i||4i>n 

Al-Rj|q |j.\i ..ail -1- ' 

Asfuur taxi 252.V 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Local setitbuy rata 

Belgian franc 74.9/ 

Dutch guilder 1 32.W 

Egyptian guinea 324.1/ 

French franc 51.8/ 

Iraqi dinar 591.2/ i 

Italian lire (for 100) 25.3- 

Japanese yen (for 1 1)0) 144.7/ 

Kuwaiti dinar .. 1217.7" i; 

Lebanese lira _<XU 

Omani riyal 10(9.5/ 

Qatari riyal 97; 

Saudi riyal 103: 

Swedish crown 48/ 

Swiss franc.. 173.7; ] 

Syrian lira 62' 

UAE dirham 96.3/ 

U.K. sterling pound 560.fr 

U.S. dollar 354/ 

W. German mart: f46.5.' J 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. SI 38 1 3-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 442HJ-4 
Akleh Mate truly. J. Amman ... 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 423*2 

Malhas, J. Amman . 30140 

Palestine. Shmebani — 664J7I-4 

Shmebani Hospital 664J3I-5 

University Hospital &45K45 

Dar Al-Bhifo, J. Hussein 6n7I5& 

AJ-A4uashcr Hospital /»*7227-v 

The Islamic. Abdali (*5292 

Al-Ahli. Abdali fiMlM 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 771 01 -3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 751 1 f 

Army. Marks ... 0)611 


ZARQA: 

Dr Acrain -M-MaJ.ini 
Al-Andalw pharmacy 


IK BID: 

Dr Mohammad AI- la". ms 
HKhjm pharmacy 


... 37 1 1 
. . 5n7r. 


GENERAL 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN 

Dr. Sa'id Mohammad Sa'tl IAJ Wah- 


JurJan Tdcriuun 

K.ylio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism 

Huiel eomptninis 
Pncc complaints ... 
Telephone: 

Infnwt.imn _ . .. 

Jordan and Middle call 
fhw<.r. calls . 

'Cable nr rclccrnm 

Repair service’ 


WEATHER 


MARKET PRICES 


departures 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


PRAYER TIMES 


- Fajr 

06:34 I Sunrise) Shurua 

as 

Sz==JSS 


04:45 _ 
06:00 ... 
07:00 
07:50 ... 
08:45 .... 
0 9M ... 
■09:15... 
09:35 
11:00 ... 
11:45 ... 
12*0 
JL2J0 ... 
1230 ... 
14-JO ... 
15:30 .... 
(6:05 ... 
Ifc50 


Cniro (RJ) 

Lamaca. Frankfurt (LH) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Cairo (EA) 

Beirut (MEA) 

- ...» Roirie (Alitalia) 

Karachi (PIA) 

.... Athens, Amsterdam (KLM) 
Vienna. New York (RJ) 

— Lam am (CY) 

— : London (RJ). 

- Cairo (RJ) 

Dhahran (TA) 

— — Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (KAC) 

... Lamaca, Bucharest fTarom) 

— — — Jeddah (Saudiu) 


There will be a large formation of clouds 
with chances of scattered showers in the 
afternoon. Winds will be southeasterly, 
changing to southwesterly moderate to 
fresh. In Aqaba, «indi win be southerly 
moderate to fresh and sens rough. 


. Low/high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 4;1? 

Aqaba 9/23 

Deserts Mb 

Jordan Valley ..... J ]/2i 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Ammon 18, Aqaba 24. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 4b per cent. Aqaba 2$ 
per cent. 


Uppe flower pmc tr 

fits per i c. 

fiarlic 

.-.'ii 

4f n 

Apple (African! 

.240 2IU1 

(.rape-- 1 white} 

•ii 

i'l-.i 

Apple (American) 

,.50n 45ft 

Ctrapcfru't • • • 

12-’ 

It-:- 

Apple (Double Red) 

_ 240 20» 

Guav.i ... . 

. :s*. 

2-ui 

Apple (Golden: 

..20 O I*> 

l-croon t local- . . 

. . !2-’ 

1 '’ii 

Apple (Turkohl 

.. 24ct • Jim 

.Mantra- tldrgcl 

2t-i< 

i iS* 

Apple (French) 

. T»i>n 25(» 

M.inow (MU:.ili 

r.v. 

25-1 

Apple ihtarkeo) 

_ 2(41 • I8u 

(lines 

•::n 

2'<i 

Banana 

.. 2WI . 2M0 

Omnn (drv} 

!i-m 

-.-1 

Banana (Mukammarj ..... 

225 ISO 

Onion irrccnl . . . 

!'•-! 

1 7-i 

Beans 

..350 300 

Orange*. 

. f! 


Bceu 

.. IWi 120 

Ontncc*. -Mnmlnnnni 

• 

-*»>»» 

Somali 

.. 210 1») 

Ornnres < r .hanu>uul . . 

_ 

12-' 

Cabbage 

12(1. 100 

Oranec’. 'l.x.ill 

: <•! 

Hi’ 1 

Carrot 

- 160-120 

tapper iSwccii 

.... 54»* 


Cdoiifiuwer (white) 

.. 220 (SO 

ftrpper ( Hot Green 1 

**>il 

%-tn 

Chestnuts 

- M0 ' 5WI 

PoMoc*. 

14;- 

i 2:i 

Coconut 

Cucumber (large) ............ 

_ 400 ’ 350 

Spin.ich 

Qamcc 

. ... IXO. 
.. .. IM* 

2‘ ! l! 

1*1 






Dates 
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Errol Christie — a combination 


of Vluhammad Ali, Fred Astaire 


English F. calls off 
South A nerican tour 


Salazar, de Castella to neet in Queensland 


LONDON (R) — “Marvellous'* 
Marvin Hagler. the undisputed 
world middleweight boxing cha- 
mpion. has probably never heard 
of Errol Christie... but he would 
be well advised to note the name. 

_ Christie. l l L is Britain's latest 
ring sensation and has already 
been hailed as the -New- Ran- 
dolph Turpin" --after two pro- 
fessional (louts totalling less than 
six rounds. 


hint of the showman about Chr- 
istie. He enters the ring to the 
theme music from Rockv III.’ the 
eye of the tiger", elegantly attired 
in blue velvet dressing gown and 
shorts and matching suede boots 
with lassies. 

Few opponents survive long 
enough to step on his “blue suede 
shoes". 


last three rounds under Christie's 
fierce barrage of hooks, upp- 
ercuts. jabs and body blows. 

Jimmy Ellis. Christie's second 
opponent did marginally better, 
outlasting Matthews by a few sec- 
onds before being stopped before 
the end of the third round in Lon- 
don Inst week. 


Physically. Christie looks more 
like Sugar Ray Robinson, the man 
from whom Turpin took the mid- 
dleweight title in J ulv 1 V5 1 only to 
lose it in the return bout 64 davs 
later. 


He won nine amateur titles in 
Britain before his ISih birthday 
and completed his apprenticeship 
by winning [he gold medal a! the 
European Junior Championship 
in East Germany last May when 
he was named Boxer of the Tou- 
rnament. 


Christie, who sports a diamond 
instead of a cauliflower in his left 
ear. has the confidence of youth 
inside and outside the ring. 

He should be an easy larget with 
his languid style but he slips pun- 
ches with nonchalance and both 
Ellis and Matthews were left puw- 
ine at thin air. 


LONDON (R) — The English Football Association (F.A.) ann- 
ounced Tuesday England's 1983 tour to Brazil and Argentina had 
been called off. 

"We have been forced to cancel the proposed summer tour to 
South America as Brazil have withdrawn from Lheir fixture ugainsL us 
on June 8," an F.A. statement said. 

“ We are informed by Brazil that this is because they are committed 
to a summer tour in -Europe." 

The Argentina match on June 14 had always been in doubt since 
the Falklands crisis earlier this year. 

A report in an English newspaper Tuesday said England were 
pulling out of the Buenos Aires fixture on British government advice 
amid fears for the team's .safety. 

The newspaper quoted Argentine F.A. President Julio Grondona 
saying his government could not guarantee the England team's safety 
either in the stadium or in a hotel. 


S YDNE V ( R) — Alberto Salazar, 
the Cuban-hom American, and 
Australia's Rob de Castella. the 
world's two fastest marathon run- 
ners. may meet in a SlfHi.OOfi 
showdown in Queensland next 
year. 

De Castella. the Com- 
monwealth Champion, slid. Tue- 
sday a group of four Queensland 
businessmen was organising the 
marathon. Prizes of - 

SI 5.000 and S3.000 for the first 
three finishers would be on offer, 
his trainer Graeme Hannan said. 

In addition there would be a 


550.000 bonus if Salazars mar- 
athon record of two hours eight 
minutes 13 seconds for the 2b 
miles 385 yards (42.195 kil- 
ometres) distance was broken. De 
Castella has run to within five sec- 
onds of Salazar's time. 

The International Management 
Group which handles the affairs of 
de Castella and Salazar said Tue- 
sday it had finalised negotiations 
with the American network CBS 
for the race in April or May to be 
televised live to (he United States. 

The race must he given the app- 
roval of the International A mar 


teur Athletic Federation flAAF), 
through the Australian Amateur 
Athletic Union tAAAU). if the 
runners are not to jeopardise their 
amateur status. 

So far neithter body Hjls been 
approached but AAAU official 
Rick Pannell said: “As long as it 
abides by international rules there 
is no reason it won't go ahead." 

Although prize money cannot 
he paid directly to athletes under 
IAAF rules, the new system of 
irusi funds allows them 10 receive 
financial benefits which are kept 
until they leave the sport. 


Alexander bundled out of 


In style. Christie resembles a 
miniature Muhammad Ali. with 
arms held arrogantly low. a dec- 
eptively lazy left lead and the dan- 
cing feet of Fred Astaire. 

Christie, the son of a West Ind- 
ian Lay Preachei. has not been 
beaten since he was 14— Mi fights 
ngo-and although the road to the 
top is precarious there is no dou- 
bling his exciting potential. 

Like Ali, there is more than a 


Although the Miss World con- 
test was screened live on British 
television the night Christie made 
his professional debut against 
Welshman Terry Matthews, over 
1 .nod Coventry fight fans pre- 
ferred the salty taste of ringside to 
the tinsel charms of the beautv 


pageant. 

Perhaps the vastly experienced 
Matthews was in a rush to get buck 
to his TV screen, but he failed to 


Christie shares the general view 
that he is destined/or great things. 

"I think the professional game 
will suit me." he said. "You can 
pace yourself differently from 
three-round amateur fights. 

"It's actually slower in the pro 
rtinks and there is more time to 
think tind plan your strategy. I like 
to mess people about, frustrate 
them and then move in for the 
kill." 


South Australian Open 


ADELAIDE (R) — Australian Davis Cup player John Alexander, 
winner of the New South- Wales Open title on Sunday, was bundled 
out of the South Australian Open Tennis Championship by 18- 
year-old compatriot Peter Carter Tuesday. 

Carter overcame a nervous start to beat the tournament s second 
seed 6-3. 6-7, 7-6 in a first round mulch. 

Afterwards he said: "I was very nervous but got stuck in when I 
realised I had nothing to lose." 

Alexander s shock defeat left the tournament without its top three 
seeds. Americans Hank Pfisier, the top seed, and Tim Wilkison. 
seeded three, were beaten in first round ties Monday. 


AUTOMATIC KETTLES 


TRANSLATOR WANTED 


Diplomatic mission needs an Arabic/English tra- 
nslator. -Good salary and benefits. Send resume with 
address and phone number to Personnel Officer, P.O. 
Box 354, Ammon, Jordan. 


ZANANIRI & SON 





Open on Friday 24.12.82 


$frnr< 

... i., ) - !': ♦ v 




St: 


Bisque de Homard Ferette 
ou 

Fotage de Mouton a la Grecque 

Pate de Caneton en gelee 
ou 

Saumon time a la' facon du Chef 
Dindoimeau farci aux Matrons 
Chou-fleur au gratin 
Endives braisees 
Pommes Croquettes 

Buche de Noel 
ou 

Christmas Pudding 
Cafe Francais 
Petits Fours 


JD 12.000 


New aerodynamic bob sled 
passes wind tunnel trials 



lift. 





WKNTERHERU (DaD) — Siegfried Rotbe, 42, u 
former 400-metre runner from Dortmund, West 
Germany, has spent a year working with Max 
Planck research scientists Friedhelm -Heicke and 
Dieter von Wuifen on a new aerodynamic hob sled. 
It is shaped like an aircraft cockpit 'and has 


' passed scale model wind tunnel trials with flying 
colours. On the 1, 500-metre Winterbcrg run 
Rothe and broketnan Hans! Muller are a full sec- 
ond faster than the field. They are competing int- 
ernationally this season. - 


Ammon 


AVnrriott Hotfl 


i 9 ~r i Q 

09-JjU 


IN AMMAN NOW 


. ... £H>I 

Huujilljllill 


The best variety of the highest quality Swiss cho- 
colates 


FRENCH CULTURAL CENTRE 
Jabal Luweibdeh 
Tel: 37009, 36445 


FRENCH LANGUAGE CLASSES 



Registration for language classes at 
all levels for the first term of 1983 will 
take place from Monday 20 '12/82 till 
Thursday 23.12/82 and from Monday 
3T/83 till Thursday 6‘1>83. The cou- 
rses will start Saturday 8/1 1 983. 


Fa nily 


and retail sale 


Shopping 1 

Centre 


m\ 




Tel. 81 601 6 HUnosan 
Jabal Amman, Fifth Circle 


Limited quantity 


Reflections Health and Beauty Clinic 


will be closed from Dec. 20, to Jan. 10 
because its staff will be taking vacation. 



We wish you a Vferry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 


FOR RENT 


Well-furnished two-bedroom flat with large living room, din- 
ing room, colour TV, wall-to-wall carpeting and private tel- 
ephone. 

Location; Fifth Circle, near Abdoun Supermarket. 


Calk Tel. 662016 (mornings) or 21 377 (evenings) 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


First-floor apartment consists of two bedrooms, salon, din- 
ing room, and sitting room. Centrally heated and with garden 
and electrical accessories. 

Location: Shmeisani 


Tel. 667727 


FOR RENT 

Modem furnished apartments; 

A: Two bedrooms, living and dining room, kitchen and bath. 
B: Two apartments each consists of one bedroom, living 
room, kitchen and bath. 

C: Studio of one bedroom, kitchen and bath. 

Centrally heated with telephones 


Location: A&K: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. C: near 

The Birds Garden. 

Tel. 41443 



DISCOUNT CARD 


HONOURED 
IN JORDAN 
AND ALL 
OVER THE U 
WORLD Y 

For information \ 
contact: ‘ 

TRIAN. TR 
& CONT. Co. 




Tel. 812837 
P.O. Box; 121 
Amman 


tfiwounr fui/n 5°>o - -/Wo 



PLEASE NOTE 


Schneller School announces that its Chr- 
istmas party took place on Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
and will not be on Thursday, Dec. 23 


JOB WANTED 


English well-educated foreigner with 17 years wide exp- 
erience in different categories of stores seek senior staff 
appointment in a foreign or local company. 


Please contact P.O. Box 345, Khureibatessuq 
Amman, Jordan 




A** 
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Taiwan to relax 
banking regulations 






TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan said Tue- 
sday it plans to relax banking reg- 
ulations which prohibit Hong 
jCong residents from opening for- 
eign currency accounts in Taiwan 



Banking analysts said the nat- 
ionalist Chinese authorities have 
been reviewing foreign exchange ■ 
regulations following an inc- 
reasing influx of Hong Kong cap- 
ital in recent months due to fears 
about the British colony’s future. 

Britain and China have opened 
talks on the future status of Hong 
Kong, most of whose territoiy is 
due to revert to China in 1997 
under a 19th century lease. 

A Taiwan cabinet statement, in 
reply to questions in parliament, 
said financial authorities were 
drawing up measures to relax for- 
eign exchange controls on pot- 
ential customers from Hong 
Kohg- 

Tbese include allowing des- 
ignated banks to accept foreign 
currency deposits from both for- 
eign nationals and Chinese in 
Bong Kong. 

Restrictions on transfers to and 
from these accounts would be lif- 
ted and no income tax charged on 
interest, the statement said. 

At present only residents and 
businessmen in Taiwan are all- 
owed foreign currency accounts at 
designated foreign currency 
tanks, and these are strictly reg- 
ulated. 

Remittances abroad have to be 
approved by banking authorities 


and foreign depositors are not all- 
owed to repatriate their money at 
any time. 

There has been much discussion 
recently by officials and in the 
press about establishing Taiwan as 
an Asian finance centre by setting 
up a free trade zone and off-shore 
banking, and promoting its ports 
as transhipment centres in the Far 
East. 

The cabinet said a revised ban- 
king policy would help Taiwan att- 
ract foreign exchange from Hong 
Kong, but did not say when this 
might start or whether it would be 
designed to attract capital inv- 
estment from Hong Kong res- 
idents. 

But efforts have been stepped 
up to (his end, with private mis- 
sions visiting the colony to pro- 
mote Hong Kong investment in 
Taiwan's property market and 
construction industry. 

The government has also rep- 
orted moderate success in a cam- 
paign to encourage shipping com- 
panies operating in Hong Kong lo 
register with the nationalist gov- 
ernment and fly its flag. 

The cabinet statement, in reply 
to parliamentary questions, also 
mentioned plans to open the Tai- 
pei stock market to indirect for- 
eign and overseas Chinese inv- 
estments by setting up a stock inv- 
estment trust company authorised 
to issue certificates to foreign ben- 
eficiaries through overseas bro- 
kers. 


Australia to start 
diamond production 


PERTH, Australia (R) — Com- 
mercial diamond production from 
what may be the world's biggest 
gem deposit in a remote part of 
northwest Australia is set to start 
next month, a spokesman for the 
mining company said Tuesday. 

The go-ahead follows approval 
from the West Australian state 
government for an export sales 
agreement between the company. 
Argyle "Diamond Mines, and the 
South African De Beers Com- 
pany- which allows De Beers to 
handle aJmosi all of the mine's 
output. 

De. Beers, which already con- 
trols 80 per cent of the world dia- 
mond trade through its Central 
Selling Organisation (CSO), bad 
argued that it was the only com- 
pany with sufficient expertise to 
market the mine’s output. 

In return for gaining control of 
marketing and pricing, De Beers 
guarantees to buy a minimum 


amount from mines with which it 
has agreements. 

At the insistence of state and 
federal governments, Argyle will 
retain a small number of gems to 
be used to provide West Australia 
with a diamond cutting and polish 
industry. 

Nevertheless analysts said that . 
the agreement would help the 
South African company con- 
solidate hs hold on the world dia- 
. raond trade at a time of depressed . 
demand. 

The Argyle mine in the Kim- 
berley region is about 640 kil- 
ometre southwest of the tropical 
city of Darwin and production is 
estimated at about five million 
carats a year in its first few years of 
operation, rising to more than 20 
million within five years. 

By comparison, all of De Beers' 
South African mines produced a 
total 15 mQlion carats in 1981. 



Japan complains to EEC 

GENEVA (R> — Japan formally complained to the European 
Community Tuesday about French measures restricting imports 
of video tape recorders and asked for trade consultations. The 
complaint, lodged with the Community office in Geneva, said the 
French decision to route all video imports through the small 
customs post at Poitiers violated free trade rules of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Japanese mission 
said. 

S. Arabia, France to develop ties 

BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabian Finance Minister Mohammad 
Abal Khail said after talks with French Finance Minister Jacques 
Delors Tuesday that the two countries' ties would develop in 
many fields but he made no reference to a possible loan agr- 
eement to defend the franc. In his statement to the Saudi Press 
Agency Tuesday Sheikh Mohammad said the two sides had agr- 
eed to encourage the establishment of more joint companies in 
the private sector. More than 1 70 French firms now work in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Senate approves tax on petrol 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Senate Tuesday approved a request' 
by President Reagan to impose a five -cents-a-ga lion (0.75 cents a 
litre) tax on petrol to finance highway, bridge and mass-transit 
jepair projects. A similar measure had previously been approved 
by the House of Representatives and a committee of the House 
and Senate is now expected to reconcile differences in the two bills 
and prepare a compromise for final passage later Tuesday. The 
bill is designed to create 320,000 jobs and bring in about S5.5 
billion in its first year due to start on April I. 

Report unveils olive oil fraud 

BRUSSELS (R) — Italian olive growers are receiving hundreds 
of millions of dollars in subsidies from the European Community 
for olive oil which does not exist, a report drawn up for the 
European Commission says. The report shows that the olive 
growers are claiming subsidies for almost twice as much oil as they 
actually produce. This is made possible because of the large 
number of olive growers — estimated at one million — and the 
impossibility' of gaining an accurate assessment cf output from 
more than 1 0,000 olive pressing mills. 

EEC to lure Denmark into accord 


BRUSSELS ( R) — European Community fisheries ministers this 
afternoon were preparing a Christmas present of North Sea mac- 
kerel which they hope will induce Denmark to approve an elusive 
common -fisheries -policy. Diplomatic-sources said the ministers 
were working on a package which would allow Denmark to catch 
lion’s share of a 15,000-tonnes mackerel entitlement which the 
Community is seeking in waters controlled jointly with Norway 
and the Faroe islands. They said such a deal could compensate 
Denmark for rejection of its demands to catch 20.000 tonnes of 
mackerel in waters off West Scotland. 

USSR turns down EEC butter 


BRUSSELS ( R) — The Soviet Union has turned down the chance 
to buy up to 25,000 tonnes of cheap butter from the European 
Community. No offers had been received from Moscow when a 
subsidised sale by tender for the butter expired Monday night. 
The Kremlin apparently felt that the level of subsidies expected 
from the European commission would not be attractive enough, 
official s said iStesday. France, likely to be angered, is now exp- 
ected to step up its pressure for butter to be sold to Moscow under 
the normal subsidy system available to other countries, the off- 
icials said. 


Peanuts 


G0QV MORNING... ASK 
YOUR MOM IF LIKE TQ 
BUV A CHRJ5TMA5 WREATH 



TBX HER THEY WERE 
MAPE FROM THE FAMOUS 
FORESTS OF LEBANON 



OPEC disagrees 
on output system 

VIENNA (R) — The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Cou- 
ntries (OPEC) has failed lo agree on an oil production system to 
defend prices in the world glut but ministers who participated in its 
latest meeting say they believe an oil-price crash remains unlikely. 

The OPECministers agreed Monday, after two days of bargaining, 
that the group's output should be restricted to 18.5 million barrels 
per day (b/d) next year -- but they were unable to set individual 
output quotas. 

Saudi Arabian Oil Minister Ahmad Zaki Yamani said of the 
outcome of the organisation's year-end meeting: “It is the best lean 
get." 

OPEC has faced a grave crisis since a production sharing agr- 
eement reached in March collapsed in July. Ministers were unable to 
agree on how to share out the shrunken, recession-hit oil market. 

' At this weekend* s Vienna meeting. Saudi Arabia was under strong _ 
pressure to cut itsseven million barrel per day quota to accommodate 
Iran, an ideological antagonist. 

Iranian Oil Minister Mohammad Gharazi said Monday that his 
country was producing almost three million b-'d. compared with what 
conference sources said was a suggested quota of about 2.5 million 
b/ds. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil exporter, has complained that 
it is bearing the burden of defending OPEC s oil price at S34 a barrel 
while other exporters have undercut official prices and exceeded 
OPECs mandated production quotas. 

OPEC ministers said Monday that the chances of Saudi Arabia's 
cutting its price in the immediate future were small. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Government bonds rallied after a nervour 
opening but equities were slightly easier in very quiet trading, 
dealers said. The F.T. index at 1500 Tuesday was down 2.^ at 
588.3. 

Firm domestic money market rates caused an initial markdown 
in bonds but, as on Monday there were few sellers and prices 
quickly rallied. Longs eventually closed as much us V 4 point 
higher, boosted by the Bank of England's action in holding its bill 
rates unchanged again Tuesdav- 

In equitics?oils were still unsettled by the failure of O PEC to fix 
individual production quotas. Shell, B.P.. Tricentrol and Ult- 
ramar fell 4p to bp and Britoil lost 5p to 65. part paid. 

Anderson Strathclyde was unchanged on balance at 176 on 
news the trade department had overruled the monopolies com- 
mission and was allowing the Charter Consolidated bid to pro- 
ceed. Charter Cons will decide on its next move in the new year. 

Scottish and Newcastle was down 4p at 7S after interim results 
but other leading breweries were steady. Grand Met rising ano- 
ther 2p to 320 after annual figures Monday. 

Banks, weak on the profits outlook Monday ,\were steadier with 
Lloyds and Barclays both recouping 2p. Properties were higher 
but leaders were mostly easier. 1CI losing 2p to 344 and Glaxo 
falling lOp to 1,273. 


1 

LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London Foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One sterling 

l.bll&28 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1 .2360/64 

Canadian dollars 


2.4055/75 

West German marks 


2.6580/95 

Dutch guilders 


2.0300/3O 

Swiss francs 


' 46.92/47.02 

Belgian francs 


6.8050/8125 

French francs 


1388.00/1389.00 

Italian lire 


242.65/85 

Japanese yen 


7.3465/95 

Swedish crowns 


7.0420/40 

Norwegian crowns 


8.4700/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 441.25/442.25 

U.S. dollars 



IF YOU m T WO, WE’LL 
THROUHN AN AUT06RAPHEP 
PHOTO OF KING SOLOMON! 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day when you would be 
wise to develop your talents in career activities. Make 
sure you let others know you value the association. Ee 
. alert to the deception of outsiders. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Show more affection for the 
one you loved and express happiness. Study a new P L.n 
that could be profitable in the future. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Showing more devotion 
to family members can bring more harmony in the home. 
Consult an expert for advice you needy. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be sure to handle cny 
communications in a most intelligent way and be alert to 
any dangers. Make sure your doors are locked. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Keep on the 
safe side of life by obeying rules that apply to you. Make 
the evening a happy one. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Make long-range plans for I’m 
future. Don’t let a slip of the tongue upset you at this 
time. Take a little time for fun in the evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Make the plans that ■vU 
help you become more successful in the future. Take :.c 
chances with your reputation. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You now understand whet 
associates expect of you, so do your best to please. Take- 
health treatment and be more dynamic. 

* SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Know what ycur true 
■position is with higher-ups and get more support from 
them. Show that you have ability. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Looking into new 
outlets is fine now since they could prove profitable for 
you. Make needed improvements in the home. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Contact business ex- 
pert for advice you need. You can be happy from a roman- 
tic standpoint later in the day. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Know what your true 
position is with associates who are important in your 
scheme of life. Express kindness. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Much cen be aCirompiis.Vc _ 
if you get an early start today. Take time tc improve 
yourhealth via the right treatments. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she '..‘ili 
most understanding of public matters and could be- in- 
strumental in bettering them. The romantic side of life is 
important in this chart and a fine family life is in store. 
Give good ethical training. 

"The Stars impel, they do not compel. " What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 


THE Daily Crossword by Evelyn Sensr 


ACROSS 
1 Thai money 
5 Byways 

10 Contend 
(with) 

14 USSR-CWna 
river 

15 Near 

16 Surrounded 
by 

17 Vex 

IB Tumultuous 

20 Delayed 

22 Attractive 

23 Expiate 

24 Idols 

25 Undermost 
favorable 
conditions 

27 Stripped 


31 Enjoys a 
novel 

32 Interlaced 

33 Port: abbr. 

34 Teleost 

35 Farrier 

36 Gl enter- 
tainment 
grp. 

37 From — Z 

38 Rotates 

39 N apery 
41 Store 

fixture 

43 Hobo's pack 

44 Literary 
drudge 

45 “Divine 
Comedy” 
author 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


110030 nnaa aaaa 
nntaciH onus aaaa 
nyliFaHoisiJiiudinauEJ 

□□□ ami nnn 000 
000B 0011 H00 

000000 00000] 
0Q00Q0 000 0000 
n000fln0ani0B0a00 
naan 000 000033 
□0003 00003B f ^r£. 
□Bn 0B0 0003 

000 H0O 003^303 
0na3000Bn03CJ00|l 
□B00 00130 30000 
nnnra 0000 BEJ0BB 


46 Hindu poet 

49 Sustain 

52 Tumultuous 
noise 

55 Certain 
horse 

58 Soviet 
river 

57 Asian palm 

58 Lacking 
sense 

59 Scandalous 

60 Mature 

61 Abstract 
being 

DOWN 

1 Fishhook 
part 

2 French 
friend 

3 Clamorous 
noise 

4 Handled 

5 Precursor 

6 Tolerate 

7 Hat or 
drawer 

8 , ‘Ben—" 

9 Brief 
visit 

10 Stroke 
iondly 

11 Fail to da 

12 Dairy 
product 
measure 

13 Irritable 


19 Eve or 
Enoch 

21 Fling i- 

24 Provides [ 

25 Plane 
surfaces L 

26 To the— j 1 

(fully) ; 

27 “Lome — " [ ! 

28 Noisy : 

23 Art frame ;! 

30 Pilotless [ 

airplane j 

32 Move f 

briskly 1 ; 

35 Typewriter ij 
part j| 

38 Alarming ■ 

39 Singer |; 

Jenny ; 

40 Between r 
themselves ■ 

42 Altogether u 

43 East Indian f 

tree i 

45 Sweet, in l 
Spain 

46 Ruffian > 

47 Subtle a fr 

48 Metric unit < 

50 Long-nosed [ 
fish 

51 Wave: Fr. •• 

53 Swiss r 
canton ! 

54 Congress- 

man, for 
short ; 


















Andropov admits problems in issue 
of nationalities in Soviet Union 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet party leader Yuri Andropov said Tuesday 
that the issue of nationalities in the Soviet Union had been resolved, 
but also conceded that national feelings still caused problems for 
Moscow. 

In a one-hour Kremlin speech marking the 60th anniversaiy of the 
formation of the Soviet Union, Mr. Andropov made an unusual 
appeal for Russians to be more tactful in dealing with Soviet min- 
orities. 

He repeated the official view that the 100 or so different peoples of 
the Soviet Union enjoyed full and equal rights and he quoted Len- 
inist doctrine that the end goal was not just to bring nations closer 
together “but to fuse them". 

But while be placed the accent on unity of Soviet peoples he 
obliquely criticised his Russian kinsmen for heavy-handedness 
which, he suggested, injured ethnic sensibilities among minorities 
and heightened national tensions. 

"h is important... to remember that the oatural pride one takes... 
should not degenerate into national arrogance or conceit, that it 
should not gravitate towards exclusiveness and disrespect for other 
nations and nationalities." Mr. Andropov said. 

“Yet such negative phenomena still occur.” he. said. 


Bonn plans to pay foreign 
unemployed to go home 


BONN iR) — The West German 
government has drawn up a plan 
under which unemployed foreign 
workers who voluntarily return 
home over the next two years, 
would each be paid 9,000 marks 
IS 3, 700).-. informed government 
sources said Tuesday. 

The scheme would apply to any 
foreign workers losing a job bec- 
ause of factory closures or ban- 
kruptcies, or who had been wor- 
king short-time for at least six 
months. 

Children legally resident in 
V- est Germany since July 1981 ‘ 
would each receive 1,500 marks 
•,5620; to go home, the sources 
). 

Th:v said the repatriation sch- 
eme, which would run from the 
beginning of next year to the end 
of 1984. would cost the gov- 
ernment an estimated 1.2 billion 
marks ($500 million), assuming 
(hat 40,000 foreigners returned 
home. 

The conservative Bonn gov- 
ernment has expressed concern 
that with the number of une- 
mployed over two million, and still 
rising, the presence of 4.6 million 
foreigners in the country, inc- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


SY CHARLES GOREN 
«D18£2 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc. 

&.S— Both vulnerable, as- 
South you bold: 

4Q93 ?109 OAQ842 4KJ3 
■The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 <7 Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 s? Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Partner has told you 
that he does not like no 
trump particularly, probably 
because he has 6-4 distribu- 
tion in hearts and clubs. To 
persist with no trump on a 
shaky spade stopper in light 
of that information would be 
foolhardy. We suggest that 
you give partner a little 
breathing room by simply ■ 
returning to three hearts. If 
he has a sound opening bid,, 
he will go on. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, 
vou hold: 

4>5 VAQ1095 0KQJ5 4AQ7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

‘ S«.Hth West North East 
I '7 1* 2* 24 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A. —Since it seems that few, 
if any, of partner’s values are _ 
in spades, your hand looks i 
verv slammish. However, ■ 
there is no need yet for. 
drastic action. Be content! 
with a bid of three diamonds | 
to continue the description of 
your hand. Since partner 
made a free response at the I 
two-level and you are now in- 
troducing a new suit at the 
three-level, this auction must 
be forcing. You can show 
your club support later. | 

Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, asj 
South you hold: I 

4A10985 <7 A7642 07 *83 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

3* Pass 3 V Pass 

4 * Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Don't even think of pass- 
ing — partner’s jump shift 
was a game force. There is no 
point in rebidding your 
hearts — partner surely has 
sibiy eleven, cards in 
minor suits and cannot 


-have more than a doubleton 
in either major. We would 
opt for a quiet raise to five 
clubs, and play in what we 
know to be at least a 5-2 fit. 

Q-4— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4KJ7 *71872 CKJ852 *6 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
Pass 1 * Dble Pass 
2 Pass 3 * Pass 
? 

What action do you take? 
A.— Since partner has shown 
a good hand by first doubling 
and then introducing his own 
suit at the three-level, you 
surely want to be in game,, 
despite the fact that you 
have no fit for clubs. In view 
of your positional stoppers in 
spades, the obvious choice is 
three no trump. 

Q.5 As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

45 <7A109752 OQ76 4954 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 4 Dble Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Despite the fact that 
you have only six points in 
high cards, you have a very 
good hand after partner's 
takeout double. You have a 
good 'six-card suit, a 
singleton in the opener’s suit 
.and a working queen. We 
suggest that you jump to 
three hearts. That is not forc- 
ing, but it is highly invita- 
tional. A bid of two hearts - 
simply doesn’t do your handj 
justice. 

Q.6— East- West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

4AKJ4 S7AQ1063 08 4752 
The bidding has proceeded: - 
West North East South , 
10 24 20 ? , 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You want to be in game. 
— it’s only a question of 
which suit. The first thing to* 
do is to make partner aware, 
of your intentions. Do this by : 
cue-bidding three diamonds. 1 
That does not guarantee 
.first -round control of the suit 
you cue-bid. It simply 
establishes a game-forcing 
auction and allows the part-; 
nersbip to explore all, 
possibilities. 


“They are sometimes fostered by the mistakes we make in our 
work. Here, comrades, nothing can be dismissed as i ns i gnifi ca n t." 

The 68-year-old Soviet party leader appeared to be directing 
criticism at official disregard for non -Russian traditions and customs 
in the 14 Soviet republics outside the Russian federation and sug- 
gesting this was injuring ethnic harmony in the country. 

Western diplomats see general clumsiness by the Russians as well 
as historic animosity as a contributing factor to high anti-Russian 
feeling in, for example, the Soviet Baltic states of Estonia, Lithuania 
and Latvia. 

There have been more clear-cut examples elsewhere. In 1978 
there was an official attempt to drop the Georgian language as the 
national language of Georgia in favour of Russian. 

The proposal led to street demonstrations in Georgia and the idea 
was scrapped. 

Mr. Andropov also appeared to question the practice of placing 
Russians in the upper echelons of leading bodies throughout the 
country— another factor, which, non- Russian officials privately 
admit, increases local animosities. 

Great tact, he added pointedly, was required in selecting officials 
for these posts. 


Later explosions kill 
many more in Caracas 


hiding 2.6 million workers, could 
be socially disruptive. 

Turks and Portuguese 

The sources said that under the 
plan drawn up by Labour Minister 
Norbert Bluem, Turkish and Por- 
tuguese workers who returned 
home would be repaid their pen- 
sion contributions in full after six 
months. This procedure normally 
takes two years. 

The estimated 1 .6 million Turks 
are by far the largest single foreign 
community in West Germany, fol- 
lowed by the Portuguese. 

Hie Bluem plan was to have 
been taken up by the cabinet at its 
last 1982 sitting Tuesday. 

But because of the absence of 
Finance Minister Gerhard Sto- 
1 ten berg, who would have to app- 
rove the cost, discussion has been 
postponed until the next cabinet 
session scheduled for Jan. 12, the 
sources said. 

The total cost of 1.2 billion 
marks would include about 750 
million marks ($300 million) lost 
by the government through early 
repayment of pension, con- 
tributions, they added. 


CARACAS (R) — Firemen fou- 
ght during the night to control a 
fire which is feared to have killed 
at least 100 people and injured 
several hundred after two big exp- 
losions on Sunday at a power sta- 
tion northeast of Caracas. 

Fire-fighting units were using 
special chemical foam on the fire, 
and police and civil defence off- 
icials said the deathtoll so far was 
98. Some 50 of these are thought 
to be firemen who were working 
to control the blaze at the Tacoa 
station when the second explosion 
took place. 

Electricity and water supplies in 
the Venezuelan capital have been 
rationed and the city was partially 
blacked out Monday affecting tra- 
ffic and hundreds of offices. 

Caracas residents have been 
urged to reduce energy con- 
sumption to a minimum in order 
to maintain basic services, alt- 
hough sources in the electricity 
industry said the shutdown of the 
plant could seriously affect sup- 
plies to the capital for some time. 

No official estimate has yet 
been made on the damage caused 
by the explosions but the loss of 
fuel aloue from tbe blast has been 


S. African union leader’s 
death ruled as suicide 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
magistrate ruled Tuesday that 
trade union leader Neil Aggett, 
who died earlier this year in det- 
ention, bad committed suicide and 
no one could be held criminally 
responsible for his death. 

Magistrate Petrus Kotze was 
giving judgment in the inquest on 
Dr. Aggett, the first white man to 
die io police detention in South 
Africa. He was found hanged in 
his cell in Johannesburg's John 
Vorster Square police hea- 
dquarters on Feb. 5. 

Police said he committed sui- 
cide. This was disputed by Dr. 
Aggett’ s family. 

“His death was not brought 
about by any act or admission inv- 
olving or amounting to an offence 
by any other persons,” Mr. Kotze 
told a packed courtroom. 

Food and Canning Workers’ 
Union leader Jan Therein, the 
head of the mainly black trade 
union to which Dr. Aggett bel- 
onged, commented to reporters 
immediately afterwards: "It's a 


disgrace and an outrage as far as 
the union is concerned." 

The inquest, which focused int- 
ernational interest on South Afr- 
ican police methods of detention 
.and interrogation, began on 
March 2. 

The court heard 52 witnesses 
and sat for a total of 43 days, the 
longest and costliest inquest in 
South Africa's history. 

The central issue was whether 
or not Dr. Aggett was driven by 
Qltreatment to take his own life, as 
alleged by George Bizos, the chief 
lawyer representing the Aggett 
family. 

Lawyers for the family accused 
security police Maj. Arthur Cro- 
nwright and Lt. Steven Whitehead 
of having caused Dr. Aggett to 
hang himself. The lawyers did not 
contest that Dr. Aggett had com- 
mitted suicide. 

Mr. Kotze exonerated the pol- 
ice from any charges of mis- 
treating the trade union leader as 
had been alleged by witnesses thr- 
oughout the inquest. 


Ghana to put Guatemala qualifies offer 
5 on trial jto publish leftist paper 


put at SI. 5 million. 

The loss of power from Tacoa is 
being partially made up by sup- 
plies from the other state power 
companies Cadafe and Edelca, 
but Cadafe President Hector Mar- 
tinez said this is limited by present 
transmission capacity. 

President Luis Herrera Cam- 
pins declared national mourning 
for victims of the tragedy, the 
worst of its kind in Venezuelan 
history. The 40-year-old Tacoa 
plant, which is operated by the 
private La Electriridad de Caracas 
Company, had just been exp- ' 
anded with the addition of three 
400,000 kilowatt units. The maj- 
ority of the 98 bodies so far rec- 
overed were firemen and emp- 
loyees of the plant, though it is 
feared a number of residents of 
the area also died. The plant is 
overlooked by hundreds of 
flimsily-bufit slum dwellings on 
the hillsides above, which were in 
the path of the flames. 

Among the dead were nine 
Venezuelan journalists and cam- 
eramen who were covering the 
impact of the first explosion when 
the second blast occurred. 


ACCRA (R) — A former mem-* 
her of Ghana's ruling council and 
four other men are to appear in . 
the high court next month in con- 
nection with the murder last July 
of three judges and a retired army 
major, the Ghana news agency 
reported Monday night. 

{■AKorney-General George Aik- 
ins said they will face charges of 
murder and conspiracy to commit 
murder following the interim rep- 
ort of a special investigation 
board. 

The report indicated that Joa- 
chim Amartey Kwei, a former 
member of the Provisional Nat-, 
tonal Defence Council (PNDC), 
had urged two lance-corporal and 
two former soldiers to kill the jud- 
ges, Mr. Aikms said. Ah five are in 
custody. 

High court judges Cecilia 
Korameng-Addow, Fred Sar- 
kodie and K. Agyepong, and ret- 
ired Maj. Sam Acquah were taken 
from their homes by armed men in ' 
uniform on the night of June 30. 

The judges had all given ver- 
dicts which were attacked as rea- 
ctionary by some radical groups 
and Maj. Acquah had been inv- 
olved in a long-running labour 
dispute while personnel manager 
of the Ghana Industrial Holding 
Corporation (GIHOC). 


GUATEMALA (R) — The Gua- 
temalan government has qualified 
its offer to have a leftist manifesto 
read publicly in order to obtain the 
release of the kidnapped daughter 
of Honduran President Roberto 
Suazo Cordova. 

Last Friday the government 
gave Dr. Suazo's family a free 
hand to obtain his daughter's fre- 
edom, including publication of the 
manifesto and a reading of it on 
Guatemalan television. 

But Monday a government spo- 
kesman said official authorisation 
of the reading depended on the 
content of the manifesto, so far 
unseen. 

Meanwhile, the guerrillas who 
seized 32-year-old Dr. Xiomara 
Suazo continued to ignore family 
appeals for proof that she was stril 
alive. 

The kidnap victim's relatives 
made the appeal last Friday to the 
abductors to send proof that she 
was alive and well before they 
could take steps to meet her cap^ 
i tors' demands.. 

The gunmen who seized Dr. 
Suazo last Tuesday in the capital 
demanded the publication of the 
leftist guerrilla manifesto as the 
condition for her release. 

Juana Rosa Sandoval and Luisa 
Perez Rivera, Dr. Suazo's aunts, 
asked the guerrillas to send them 
the manifesto so they could pub- 


lish it along with proof she was still 
alive. 

So far there has been no rea- 
ction to their appeal and they are 
very worried, family spokesman 
said. 

But the spokesman reiterated 
the government's position to 
“support all the efforts of the fam- 
ily to free the captive." 

Publication of leftist guerrilla 
documents is prohibited in Gua- 
temala under a state of emergency 
imposed last July by President 
Efram Rios Montt to help battle 
leftist insurgency in the country. 

Despite the government's ann- 
ouncement Monday, most obs- 
ervers in Guatemala City feel the 
government will allow the man- 
ifesto's publication so that the 
Honduran woman, who has lived 
in Guatemala for most of her life, 
can be freed. 

Earlier this year, the gov- 
ernment relaxed tbe law banning 
publication of guerrilla documents 
after the son of Interior Minister 
Ricardo Mendez Ruiz was kid- 
napped and his abductors made 
similar demands. 

President Rios Montt, who took 
power in a bloodless coup in 
March, refused to negotiate with 
.leftist guerrillas who kidnapped 
his own nephew in October. The 
nephew was later freed in a raid on 
a house in Guatemala City. 


Paris refuses to join Citroen dispute 


PARIS (R) — The French gov- 
ernment has refused to intervene 
in industrial strife among Com- 
munist and Muslim immigrant 
workers at Citroen car plants and 
has told company bosses to solve 
tbe problem themselves. 

Labour Minister Jean Auroux 
in a weekend statement blamed 
managerial incompetence for 
months of disruption at factories 
including the ultra-modern Aul- 
nay plant in Paris. 

Citroen has threatened to close 
the Aulnay plant where 4,500 of 
the 6,000 workers are immigrants 
and militant members of the 
Communist-led CGT trade union 
federation. 

The CGT denies (hat its officials 
are fomenting trouble in order to 
force the government to nat- 


Rubinstein 
dies at 95 


GENEVA 


(R) — Polish-bom 
r Rubinstein, one of- 


pianist Artur Rubinstein, one of- 
this, century’s greatest interpreters 
of classical music, has died in 
Geneva after a short illness. He 
was 95. 

The virtuoso, best known for 
his brilliant renditions of„the work 
of fellow Pole Frederic Chopin, 
died at his home Monday night, a 
friend told Reuters. 

“He was a little weak, and then 
he got an infection and simply 
wasn't able to fight it," the friend, 
Annabelle Whitestone, said. 

Rubinstein had maintained his 
zest for life despite advancing age 
and almost total blindness in rec- 
ent years. 

Rubinstein was bom in the Pol- 
ish industrial city of Lodz on Jan. 
28, 1887, to a family that knew 
little about music. 

But his parents soon recognised 
their son’s talent and he went on to 
master keyboard music from Bach 
to modem Russian composers 
such as Igor Stravinsky. 
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ionalise the firm. 

Many of the immigrant workers 
at Aulney are North African and 
Turkish Muslims, according to 
industry sources, whom the CGT 
finds harder to discipline than its 
French members. 

Problems are compounded by 
differences between supporters 
and opponents of Iranian religious 
leader Ayatollah Khomeini. 

Shop floor militancy has been 
spurred by government reforms 
giving immigrant workers greater 
security. A CGT official said: 
“Consciously or not, they are 
making the bosses pay for years of 
racist attitudes.” 

Management and union off- 
icials blame each other for .con- 
stant stoppages in production, 
.which have cost Citroen $140 mil- 


ROME (R) — Italian Defence 
Minister Lelio Lagorio has said 
that an attempt on Pope John 
Paul's life last year might have 
been planned as an alternative 
solution to an invasion of his nat- 
ive Poland. 

Mr. Lagorio was responding to 
questions in parliament about all- 
eged Bulgarian involvement in the 
attack, for which Turkish gunman 
Mehraet Ali Agca is serving a life’ 
sentence. 

“Ali Agca's attack on the Pope 
is to be considered as a real act of 
war in a time of peace, a pre- 
cautionary and alternative sol- 
ution to the invasion of Poland," 
he said. 

“This merits the most deep con- 
cern about the Bulgarian con- 
nection and the international ten- ■ 
sions it can cause," Mr. Lagorio 
-said. 

Italian counter-espionage bel- 
ieved from the start that the sho- 
tting of the Pope was an int- 
ernational plot, he said. 

The minister said the counter- 
espionage service had been ord- 
ered to investigate foreign-backed 
subversion and the intelligence 
services had presented him with 
dossiers documenting Eastern 
[European involvement with ter- 
rorism, arms dealing and drug tra- 
IfEcking. 

Since 1980. they had rec- 


ommended the expulsion of 31 
foreign diplomats, two thirds of 
them Libyan and the rest from 
Eastern Europe. 

Bulgaria Monday formally inv- 
ited Ilario Martella. the magistrate 
1 leading inquiries into the shooting 
of the Pope, to go to Sofia and 
meet anybody that might help his 
investigation, official sources said. 

Mr. Martella is known to be 
seeking two Bulgarians who wor- 
ked at the embassy here before 
returning to Sofia this year. They 
are Todor Ayvanov. a cashier, and 
Zhelvo Vassilev, who dealt with 
military affairs. 

The defence minister said Agca 
had been repeatedly questioned in 
his prison cdl and the head of the 
Italian counter-espionage service 
had travelled to Turkey for con- 
sultations. 

Mr. Lagorio said counter- 
espionage men had monitored a 
noticeable increase in radio cyp- 
:her traffic between Bulgaria and 
!ltaly both a: ihe time of the papal 
shooting and during the kid- 
happing of U.S. Gen. James Doz- 
ier by Red Brigades guerrillas. 

• “This... was interpreted as a 
■result of inactive Bulgarian agents 
in Italy being activated. A not- 
iceable increase in this traffic was 
also monitored on the day Gen. 
Dozier was freed,” the minister 
4aid. 


Ex-CIA agent draws heavy 
prison term for arms smuggling 


[ALEXANDRIA, Virginia (R) — 
Former CIA agent Edwin Wilson 
Monday was sentenced to 1 5 years 
in prison and fined $200,000 for 
smuggling weapons to Libyan off- 
icials in 1979. 

Wilson, '54, was convicted on 
Nov. 17 by a federal jury of smu- 
Iggling four pistols and an M-16 
rifle to Libyan agents in violation 
of the U.S. Arms Control Export 
lAct, which bars the shipment of 
lanns overseas without a gov- 
ernment licence. 

Wilson faces two more trials in 
Washington and one in Houston, 
Texas, on a series of charges in 
connection with activities inv- 
olving Libya after he left tbe CIA. 

The charges paint a portrait of a 
renegade former intelligence 
agent who recruited other agents 
under the fiction he was working 
for the U^. government and sold 
his services to Libyan leader 
Muamraar Qadhafi. 

In Washington, he faces trial on 


(charges that he conspired with 
. Francis Terpil, another former 
[CIA agent, to murder an opp- 
onent of Col. Qadhafi. 

| In Houston, Wilson will be tried 
ron charges of illegally exporting 
20 tons of plastic explosives from 
■ the United States to Libya. 

Terpil, who was indicted along 
'with Wilson, is still at large and 
'reported to be living in Lebanon. 

During his November trial, Wil- 
son’s lawyers claimed that he was 
providing vital data on Soviet rafi- 
jitary equipment and Libyan int- 
jelligence to American officials. 

! They said Wilson's activities in 
j Libya had the tacit approval of the 
IQA, 

J Wilson also will be tried in 
: Washington next month on cha- 
I rges that he failed to register with 
I U.S. authorities as an agent of the 
jLibyan government and that he. 
[shipped explosives to Libya for 
jtbe purpose of setting up and mai- 
ntaining a school for terrorists. 



lion this. year. 

Workers complain parts do not 
arrive on time while managers 
accuse workers of taking illegal 
breaks and staging petty disputes. 

The Aulnay plant has never 
recovered from a 40-day strike 
which closed five Citroen factories 
last spring and from big advances 
made by the CGT in union ele- 
ctions at Citroen in June. 

Union power was previously 
held by the Confederation of Free 
Unions (CSL). strong on dis- 
cipline and considered friendly to 
management. 

Company sources accused the 
CGT since of deliberately setting 
out to smash the authority of ass- 
embly line managers and foremen, 
who had been abused and ass- 
aulted. 


[Bulgarian connection gives 
Italy dozens of theories 


‘ N. Korea supplies 
arms to Tehran’ 


NEW YORK (R) — North Korea 
has become the leading supplier of 
arms to Iran in its protracted Gulf 
War with Iraq, the New York 
Times re fwrted.lt quo ted Francis 
J. West, assistant secretary of def- 
ence for international security aff- 
airs. as saying in an interview that 
Iran had paid North Korea partly 
in cash and partly in oil. The Times 
said that military analysts, giving 
details at Mr. West's request, est- 
imated that North Korea provided 
about 40 per cent of app- 
roximately $2 billion-worth of 
weapons, ammunition and equ- 
ipment which Iran acquired abr- 
oad in 1982. The report added 
that North Korea obtained its 
arms mainly from the Soviet 
Union. 


Nude holy woman 
jailed for life 

NEW DELHI (R.) — A 24- 
year-old nude holy woman, jailed 
for life for murdering her lover, 
will appeal to India’s highest court 
to prove her innocence, press rep- 
orts said Tuesday. Man- 
gammavva. who claims sup- 
ernatural powers and refuses to 
wear clothes, was found guilty by a 
court in the southern Indian dis- 
trict of Kumool of murdering her 
lover after he decided to marry 
someone else. She was freed on 
bail by an upper court last week. 
She insisted on appearing in the 
nude during her trial. The judge 
compromised by agreeing to allow 
her disciples to hold a cloth aro- 
und her in court. Asked by a rep- 
•orter why she stayed naked, Man- 
gammavva said: “I was born wit- 
hout clothes and. I would like to 
remain that way." 


Marcos’ war medals 
discussed in court 

MANILA (R) — A government 
[witness said Tuesday that a new- 
spaper article questioning the war 
medals of President Ferdinand 
Marcos was part of a plan to des- 
tabilise the government. Col. Bai- 
birio Diego, intelligence chief of 
the presidential security com- . 
m;md. told the court that a plan to 
topple the government was seized 
in the offices of the tabloid We 
Forum and in raids of other sub- 
versive groups. Col. Diego was the 
prosecution’s first witness at the 
trial of We Forum publisher- 
editor Jose Burgos and nine of his 
staff and columnists on subversion 
charges. 


Charles, Diana as 
[Romeo and Juliet 

LONDON l R) — Prince Charles, 
heir to the British throne, donned 
j a mask and a gold cloak on Sunday 
; and played Romeo to his wife Pri- 
jncess Diana before an audience at 
[London's Royal Opera House, 
j British newspapers reported Tuc- 
! sday. The prince, his identity ini- 
tially concealed, shinned up a 
.six-metre ladder to the royal box 
and kissed his wife in a spoof ver- 
sion of the balcony scene from 
Romeo and Juliet, the mass- 
circulation newspapers. The Sun 
and The Star said. The per- 
formance had the packed aud- 
ience of opera and ballet lovers 
cheering in the aisles, they added. 
A Royal Opera House spo- 
keswoman said she could give no 
details as the gain was a private 
function, but she denied sug- 
gestions in The Sun that the prince 
was wearing tights. 

Sardianian kidnap 
[gang leaders jailed 

;CAGLIARI, Sardinia (R) — The 
Itrtal of Sardinia's notorious kid- 
nap gadg. the "Anonima Sarda.” 
i ended with heavy sentences for 
j the convicted ringleaders. It was 
i the first trial in which informers 
[played a major part on the witness 
stand, breaking the centuries-old 
rule of silence and anonymity 
which gave the gang its name. 
Ago st in o Mallocci. Piero Piras 
and Mario Trudu were three of the 
leaders who received 30 years 
j imprisonment each for a string of 
[kidnappings that terrorised wea- 
lthy residents and visitors to the 
[holiday island. But several men 
i accused of key roles in the gang 
[were acquitted while others rec- 
jeived lighter sentences than req- 
,'uested by the public prosecutor. 









